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The Officials of
THE CAPE HINDU CULTURAL SOCIETY
Extend their heartiest greetings to all
for a
HAPPY DIWALI AND A PROSPEROUS
NEW YEAR




Wd/; a// a ﬂappy
:Z)iwa/i arw[ /0 rosperous

Wew ?/ear " : b
o) " “\‘;. b:’\ '
’71‘ N Ea 10
NG e
[

Representing

MILLER WEEDON TRAVEL

SUITE 129-130 3RD FLOOR, AMELIA HOUSE, BELGRAVIA ROAD,
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OUR chamrman

MR Shisa Jeram Patel

My dear Brothers, Sisters and Beloved Children,
OUR PROPOSED TEMPLE/CULTURAL CENTRE

Wherever one travels in the world one finds temples, mosques,
churches and synagogues which are places erected by the com-
munity concerned as places of spiritual fellowship and worship of
Almighty God.

In our own local situation, the community having realised the need
of a place of worship and cultural activities, took steps to put into
motion the erection of atemple and a cultural centre. This step was in
the right direction because the most pressing and immediate need of
the community for its spiritual and cultural well being is a Temple and
Cultural Centre. | must emphasize that any community which
neglects the spiritual care of its constituent members will die of
spiritual and cultural starvation.

The sites we received as a donation has been rezoned for religious,
charitable, educational and cultural purposes and transfer has been
effected in the name of our Society. The extent of the site is 5507 sq.
metres.

We now have before us a project. Every effort has to be made for our
ideals to bear fruition and this could be only done by the erection
and completion of the Temple/Cultural Complex. Each and every
member of our community has to now contribute generously
towards the funds needed for the project. Some call this sacrifice. |
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call it DUTY. I submit that it is our duty and our God given DUTY to
contribute towards the erection of a place of worship.

I believe with all my heart that our fund raising methods should be
honourable and pleasing to God. It is very undesirable to raise funds
by way of raffles or competitions, because these are other forms of
gambling. | am certain that we cannot allow ourselves to sink to such
low levels and that we should be determined to erect our temple
with funds and resources obtained from justified means. Remember,
“unjustified means produce unjustified results.”

1 am conscious of the fact that we are a small community; but it must

. be remembered that it is not the quantity but the quality that should
be the decisive and determining factor. If we are willing to do our
duty according to our means arid if we are sincere about putting this
project into motion then God will honour our ambitions and grant
the desires of our hearts. God is willing to help those who help
themselves.

Finally, | earnestly appeal to each and every one of you to take avery
active part in the affairs of our Society. We must make every effort to
fulfil our obligations towards the erection and completion of our
proposed Temple and Cultural Centre.

My family and | greet each and every one of you a very HAPPY
DEEPAVALI AND A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR. May the Almighty
bless you with health, happiness and prosperity is the prayer of our
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MR & MRS SATAAR PARKER
43 TUSSEN ROAD, RYLANDS ESTATE




" GENERAL COMMITTEE OF THE CAPE HINDU CULTURAL SOCIETY
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SURWELL PHARMACY
Athlone : Phone: 67-2013

Mr. & Mrs. MITHAL PARSOTAM
Mr. & Mrs. HIMAT PARSOTAM
and FAMILY
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CLAUDES ELECTRICAL

HARDWARE & AUTO ACCESSORIES

PLAX BUILDING P.O. BOX 74
490-4 LANSDOWNE RD., LANSDOWNE 7780
LANSDOWNE. AFELCSS757=1185
7790 77-7349

Wishing all
our Hindu
Clients a

happy Diwali
and a
prosperous

New Year.

Standard
Bank

The Standard Bank of South Africa Limited

(Registerad Commercial Bank)
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Whatever plans
you have made for your children,
could fail totally
for want of a little professional
money management NOw.

Syfrets, the No.1 Trust Company — Nationwide — Over R750 millions managed.

BATSWALLSROSTRON @ 7193/1C
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TO MY MOTHERLAND

Hail to Thee, my ancient and glorious Motherland,

Hail, O Mother, with Thy rivers eternal and fertile land.
Crowned with Himalayan peaks of Shiva’s snowy abode
With Thy feet resting gracefully on Rama’s ancient road,
Thy gentle arms reach the oceans East and West,

And holy rivers flow across Thy motherly breast.

Thy forests, fruit and corn smile with golden zest;

And make Thee, O Motherland, a paradise thrice blest.
Thy mountains are nurseries for the Spirit’s communion,
Where sages and saints meet God in holy union,

Thy sons, O Mother, speak in many a tongue,

And yet Thy beauties have never remained unsung.
Brahma, Vishnu and Mahesh, Thy ancient altars adorn.
Raam, Krishna and Buddha were in Thy cradle born.
Thou Mother of saints and gods, how eternal Thou art,
O, Motherland, Thou art the smile and sigh of my heart.
Where is the land as hallowed as Thee, O Motherland,
The cradle of a human race as ancient as Thy soil and sand?
Call me again and again to Thy breasts, O, Mother divine,
Pray send me not to another lap to languish and pine.
Hail to Thee, my ancient and glorious Motherland,

Hail, O Mother, with Thy rivers eternal and fertile land.

S

Baburao Patel
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BALA PREMIJI

JEWELLERS

FOR EXQUISITE GOLD AND DIAMOND JEWELLERY IN 22ct AND 18 ct

TELEPHONE: 67-1992

7 DUINE STREET, RYLANDS ESTATE, ATHLONE 7764’

TELECALL 229901 EXT. 4758
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THE EMPIRE OF THE MAURYAS — 321-180 B.C.
— Bhikoo Magan

With the coming of the Mauryas at the end of the fourth century B.C.
the historical scene is illuminated by an abundance of evidence from
many sources. The political picture is simplified by the fact that the
empire of the Mauryas established a large area controlled by asingle
power. The political system acquired greater uniformity and it
becomes possible to put forward more facts than were possible in
respect to earlier centuries.

Chandragupta Maurya succeeded to the Nanda throne in 321B.C. In
explanation, the Nandas who usurped the throne of the Shishunaga
dynasty were of low origin. Some sources state that the founder,
Mahapadma, was the son of a shudra mother, others that he was
born of the union of a barber with a courtesan. Curiously enough,
the Nandas were the first of a number of non-kshatriya dynasties.
Most of the leading dynasties of northern India from now on
belonged to castes other than kshatriya, until the coming of the
Rajput dynasties a thousand years later. There also appears to have
been a strange reversal of roles as the religious teachers of this period
were of kshatriya origin and some of the kings were brahmans.

Chandragupta was then a young man of about twenty-five and was
the protege of the brahman Kautalya, who was his guide and mentor
both in acquiring a throne and in keeping it. The acquisition of
Magadha was the first step in establishing the new dynasty. Chandra-
gupta belonged to the Moirya tribe, but his caste was low, the family
being vaishyas. The young Maurya and his men were inferior in
armed strength to the Nandas, and it was here that Kautalya’s strategy
came useful. They began by harassing the outlying areas of the Nanda
kingdom, gradually moving to the centre —this strategy being based
on the moral drawn from the fact that the young man saw a woman
scolding her child for eating from the centre of the dish, since the
centre was bound to be much hotter than the sides. Once the
Ganges valley was under his control, Chandragupta moved to the
north-west to exploit the power vacuum created by Alexander’s
departure. The areas of the north-west fell to him rapidly until he
reached the Indus river. Here he paused, as the Greek Seleucid
dynasty had fortified itself in Persia and was determined to hold the
Trans-Indus region. Chandragupta moved to central India for awhile

and occupied the region north of the Narmada river. 305 B.C. saw’

him back in the north-west involved in a campaign against Seleucid
Nikator, which Chandragupta finally won in 303 B.C. The Seleucid
provinces of the Trans-Indus, which today would cover part of
Afghanistan, were ceded to the Maurya. The territorial foundation of
the Mauryan empire had been laid, with Chandragupta controlling
the Indus and Ganges plains and the far north-west — a formidable
empire by any standards.

Despite the campaigns against the Greeks there was considerable
contact for a friendly nature between the two people. There are no
details but it was intimated that Chandragupta married a Greek
woman of high birth, Sandrocottos (Chandragupta) is frequently
referred to in the Greek accounts. The treaty of 303 B.C. included a
marriage of alliance, of which unfortunately no details are given. Itis
possible that one of the daughters of Seleucus came to the Mauryan
court at Pataliputra, in which case a number of Greek women would
have accompanied her. Seleucus’s ambassador Megasthenes lived
for many years at Pataliputra and travelled extensively in India. There
was a regular exchange of envoys between the Mauryas and the
Greeks, accompanied by an exchange of gifts (which included many
potent aphrodisiacs). That foreigners were welcomed at Pataliputra
seems evident from the statement that the municipality in the city
had a special committee to look after the welfare of foreigners.

The Jains claim that, towards the end of his life, Chandragupta was
converted to Jainism and that he abdicated in favour of his son and
became an ascetic. Together with one of the Jain saints and many
other monks he went to South India, and there he ended his life by
deliberate slow starvation in the orthodox Jain manner.

Chandragupta was succeeded by his son Bindusara in 297 B.C. To the
Greeks he was known as Amitrochates, a Greek translation of the
Sanskrit Amitraghata, the destroyer of foes. He was a man of wide
interest and tastes, as he asked Antiochus 1 to send him some sweet
wine, dried figs and a sophist. Bindusara campaigned in the Deccan,
extending Mauryan control in the land as far south as Mysore. He is
said to have conquered ‘the land between the two seas’, presumably
the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal. Early Tamil poets of the south
speak of Mauryan chariots thundering across the land, their white
penrants brilliant in the sunshine. At the time of Bindusara’s death in
272 B.C., practically the entire sub-continent had come under
Mauryan suzerainty. The extreme south was ready to submit, thus
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eliminating the need for military conquest. One area alone remained
hostile and unconquered, Kalinga, on the east coast (modern Orissa).
This was left to Bindusara’s son Ashoka, who campaigned successfully
against Kalinga. King Ashoka had a second name which he used
frequently and was known as King Ashoka Piyadassi. The edicts and
inscriptions of Ashoka located in various parts of his empire tells us
not only of his personality as a king, but the events of his reign.
Perhaps the best know of these was his conversion to Buddhism. This
took place after the famous campaign in Kalinga. Kalinga controlled
the routes to south India both by land and sea, and it was therefore
necessary that it should be part of the Mauryan empire. In 260 B.C.
Ashoka campaigned against the Kalingans and utterly routed them.
In the words of the Mauryan emperor ‘A hundred and fifty thousand
people were deported, a hundred thousand were killed, and many
times that number perished. The destruction caused by the war filled
the king with remorse. In an effort to seek expiation he found himself
attracted to Buddhist thinking. It has been stated in the past that he
was dramatically converted to Buddhism immediately after the
battle, with all its horrors. But his was not an overnight conversion; he
states in one of his inscriptions that only after a period of two and a
half years did he become a zealous devotee of Buddhism. It led him
eventually to support the cause of non-violence and consequently to
forswear war as a means of conquest. It was during Ashoka’s reign
that the Buddhist church underwent reorganisation, with the meet-
ing of the Third Buddhist Council at Pataliputra in 250 B.C. Buddhist
sources have tried to associate Ashoka with this important event, but
Ashoka does not refer to it in any way of his inscriptions, not even in
those relating specifically to the Buddhist Order (Sangha). Ashoka
was careful to make a distinction between his personal belief in and
support for Buddhism, and his duty as emperor to remain unattached
and unbiased in favour of any religion. It was at this Council that it
was decided to send missionaries to various parts of the sub-
continent and to make Buddhism an actively proselytizing religion . .
which in later centuries led to the propagation of Buddhism in south
and east Asia.

Communications with the outside world were by now well develop-
ed. Most of the contacts were with countries to the south and to the
west. The east was comparatively unexplored. Ashoka’s missions to
the Greek kingdoms familiarized the Hellenic world with Indian life
and provoked an interest in things Indian.

Mauryan relations with Ceylon were extremely close and the
Chronicles of Ceylon have much to say about the Mauryans. Not
only did Ashoka’s son Mahindra go as a Buddhist missionary to
Ceylon, but the then king of Ceylon, Tissa, appears to have modelled
himself on Ashoka. There were frequent exchanges of gifts and
envoys. The Indian emperor sent a branch of the original PIPAL tree
under which the Buddha had received enlightenment, which it is
claimed still survives in Ceylon, although the parent tree in India was
cut down in later centuries by an anti-Buddhist fanatic.

The reigns of the first three Mauryas . . . the first ninety years of the
dynasty . .. were the most significant. The significance lay not merely
in the conquest of the rulers but in the fact that they were able to
weld the largely diverse elements of the sub-continent into an
empire, and they gave expression to an imperial vision which was to
dominate succeeding centuries of Indian political life. How and why
this imperial idea was possible in the third century B.C. was deter-
mined by a variety of factors.

By the third century B.C. the economy of northern India was
predominantly agrarian. Land revenue had become the accepted
source of income for the government, and it was realized that regular
assessments assured increased revenues as the agrarian economy
expanded. The administrative system was largely concerned with the
efficient collection of taxes. Not surprisingly, Kautalya, who may be
regarded as the theorist of this system, refers at length to methods of
tax collection and related problems. Villages still maintained herds of
animals which were also assessed and taxed. Commercial enterprises,
particularly in the coastal regions, came under government super-
vision, and taxes were collected wherever and whenever possible,
the techniques of taxation having developed from the original land
tax system.

A strange fact emerges: Domestic slaves were a regular feature in
prosperous households, where the slaves were of low caste status but
not outcastes. Slave labour was also used in the mines and by the
guilds. The Arthashastra (a treatise on government and economics
ascribed to Kautalya, the chief advisor of Chandragupta) states that a
man could be a slave either by birth, by voluntarily selling himself, by
being captured in war, or as a result of a judicial punishment. Slavery
was a recognized institution and the legal relationship between
master and slave was clearly defined, e.g. If a female slave bore her
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master a son, not only was she legally free but the child was entitled to
the legal status of the master’s son. A slave in India could buy back his
freedom or be released by his master: and if he was Aryan, he could
return to his Aryan status. What was immutable in Indian society was
not freedom or slavery, but caste. The carpenter was a highly
honoured member of the community, for not only was he the maker
of the chariot but he was now also the maker of the plough. Other
members with equal status were the metal-workers, using copper,
bronze and iron, the potter, the tanner, the reed worker, and the
weaver. Professions were not hereditary, nor were there any rules
limiting marriages within these classes, or taboos on whom one could
eat with. The three divisions merely facilitated social and economic
organisation. The first step in the direction of caste (as distinct from
class) was taken when the Aryans treated the Dasas as beyond the
social pale. Ostensibly the distinction was largely that of colour, the
Dasas being darker and of an alien culture. The Sanskrit word for
caste, Varna, actually means colour. The colour element of caste was
emphasized, throughout this period, and was eventually to become
deep-rooted in north Indian Aryan culture.

The economic conditions of the time and its own requirements gave
to the Mauryan government the form of a centralised bureaucracy.
The nucleus of the Mauryan system was the king, whose powers had
by now increased tremendously. Ashoka interpreted these as a
paternal despotism whose rallying cry ‘All men are my children’. He
travelled extensively throughout the empire to be in touch with
public opinion. Apart from the metropolitan area, which was directly
governed, the empire was divided into four provinces each under a
prince or member of the royal family whose official status was that of
a viceroy. Governors administrating smaller units were selected from
amongst the local people. The provincial ministers were powerful
and could act as a check on the viceroy, and were on occasion the
effective rulers. Ashoka sent inspectors on tour every five years for an
additional audit and check on provincial administration. There were
specially appointed judicial officers both in the cities and in the rural
areas. In the latter regions (where they were known as rajukas), they
combined their judicial functions with assessment duties. Fines
served as punishments in most cases. But certain crimes were
considered serious to be punished by fines alone, and capital
punishment was inflicted even by Ashoka, although he was a
supporter of non-violence. Each province was sub-divided into
districts, each of these into groups of villages, and the final unit of

administration was the village: a system which has remained sub-
stantially unchanged through the centuries.

A fundamental aspect of Mauryan administration was the espionage
system. The spies should work in the guise of recluses, householders,
merchants, ascetics, students, mendicant women and prostitutes.
Ashoka also refers to agents who bring him news daily and generally
keep him informed on public opinion. This was one of the means
through which the king kept a watch on even the more remote parts
of the empire, which was necessary to Mauryan government. It was
against this background that Ashoka expounded the idea which was
new to Indian political and social theory: and which has also received
much attention in recent years in India resulting in Ashoka becoming
extremely popular. (The emblem of the present Indian Republic has
been adopted from the four-lion capital of one of Ashokas pillars). It
is based on his interpretation of the philosophy of Dhamma (Sanskrit
Dharma) as he called it. The Universal Law of Righteousness or,
extension, the Social and Religious Order as found in Hindu society.
The principles of Dhamma were acceptable to people belonging to
any religious sect. Dhamma was not defined in terms of rules and
regulations. Of the basic principles, Ashoka laid most stress on
toleration. Toleration, according to him, was of two kinds: toleration
of people themselves and also of their beliefs and ideas e.g. ‘con-
sideration towards slaves and servants, obedience to mother and
father, generosity towards friends, acquaintances, and relatives, and
towards priests and monks.’

Ashoka ruled for thirty-seven years and died in 232 B.C. With his
death a political decline set in, and soon after the empire broke up.
The Ganges valley remained under the Mauryas for another fifty
years. The north-western areas were lost to the Bactrian Greeks by
about 180 B.C. The reasons for this political decline are, up to a point,
similar in the disintergration of most empires on the Indian sub-
continent, until recent years. By 180 B.C. the first experiment in
imperial government in India had ended. Other experiments were to
be made in later centuries but the conditions were never quite the
same. Political events in India after the close of the Mauryan period
became diffuse, involving a variety of kings, eras and people.
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THREE QUESTIONS COMMONLY ASKED

— Magan Ambaram

Of all the questions asked especially from Western friends, the
following three were most frequent.

ORIGIN OF DIPAVALI: Folk literature gives various explanations
about the origin of Dipavali. According to one notion, Vishnu
specifically gave this festival to the Vaisya or trading community,
when the merchants were expected to worship Lakshmi. The second
idea claims Dipavali as the day when Bali, the demon king, was
deprived of his empire by Vishnu in the form of Vamana. In
Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh, the rice flour or cowdung effigies of
Bali are worshipped by womenfolk who repeat the incantation:
“May all evil disappear and may Raja Bali’s empire be restored”.
According to the third story, on the 14th day of the month of Asvina,
Lord Krishna killed the demon Navakasura. On this day, also known
as Rupachaturdasi, people take a ceremonial bath, wear new clothes,
enjoy dainties with friends, in celebration of Krishna’s victory over
the demon.

The fourth explanation gives a variation of Lakshmi worship in which
the Bengalis install in their houses clay images of the fierce Kali who is
equated with Lakshmi, Saraswati and the feminine principle of
procreation. The fifth idea connects the festival with the crowning of
Vikramaditya and the beginning of the Gupta era. In the sixth, it is
asserted that after his return from Lanka, Rama was crowned on this
day.

THE DANCE OF SHIVA: (NATARAJA: THE COSMIC DANCE) The
dance of Shiva represents the images of a dynamic God, the creator,
the destroyer and preserver of the universe, the one who holds the
balance of the world.

The story is told that, in the forest of Taragam, lived many materialistic
heretics. The God Shiva descended upon the jungle to argue with
them, accompanied by the God Vishnu, disguised as a beautiful
woman, and the devotee Ati Seshan. The heretics were busy arguing
among themselves. As they saw Shiva, they directed their anger
against this enemy of their faith, and tried to destroy him. They
created a tiger from the sacrificial fires, and let it loose upon the God.
Shiva smiled gently, seized it and, with the nail of his little finger,
stripped it of its skin, and wrapped it around himself. Thus the God
gathered around him the tiger fury of mankind.

The heretics then threw a terrible serpent on Him. Shiva seized the
snake at the tail and wrapped it like a garland around his neck. In
this way he wreathed around him the snake cunning of the universe.
Then the God began to dance.

But there rushed upon him a monster, in the shape of a malignant
dwarf, called Mulayaka. The God Shiva pressed the tip of his toe
upon the dwarf and broke his back, so that the creature writhed
upon the ground, thus Shiva destroyed the evil of mankind. His last
foe crushed, Shiva resumed his cosmic dance in the circle of fire by
which he maintains the balance of existence. -

NIRVANA: (SANSKRIT — BLOWING OUT) It is a process of
religious enlightment and of divesting oneself of the illusions of the
sensory world and constantly rising to a higher conception of an ideal
world. It is a steady process of dropping off of errors arising from the
finite “discriminating mind” such as the habitual and ingrained
notion of the ego and the individuality of things. It is the reaching of
that unconditioned, infinite world. It is also interpreted as the
complete extinction of individuality, without loss of consciousness. It
is also invariably defined as a condition in which all pain, suffering,
mental anguish and above all Samsara (endless cycle of manifes-
tation) have ceased. It is doubtful that complete extinction of life and
consciousness or absolute annihilation is meant.

MEDITATION ON ‘THE THREE MONKEYS’

Before the EYES can see,
They must be incapable of tears,

Before the EAR can hear
It must have lost it’s sensitiveness.

Before the VOICE can speak, in the presence of ‘The Masters’
It must have lost the Power to wound.
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“Get insurance at Barclays?
I thought Barclays
was a bank?”

Money is our business, and insurance
most definitely is a money matter.

So we have an expert insurance division
too. They are known as Barclays Insurance
Brokers and operate through all our
branch managers.

Barclays Insurance Brokers handle

every type of insurance you can think of
— and some you may not have

thought of.

They will help you work out what
you need, what you can afford.

Their advice is free.

Experience could cost you a lot

more.

Isn't it good to have
a httle professional help.

e lpancravs

s (Registered Commercial Bank)

Ask your Barclays manager.

~
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CHRIST IN INDIA

— Amlabhen Ketkar

“Krishna . . . . . “Listen to this great secret, — although | am above
Birth and re-birth, or Law; being the Lord of All there is, — for all
emanateth from me, still, do | will to appear in my own universe,
and am therefore born by My Power, and Thought, and Will.

Knoweth thou this, O Prince, that whenever the world declineth in
virtue and righteousness, and vice and injustice mount the Throne,
then, cometh I, the Lord, and re-visit my world in visible form and
mingleth as a man, with men, — and by my influence and teachings,
do | destroy the evil and injustice, and re-establish virtue and
righteousness; many times | have thus appeared; many times
hereafter shall | come again.”
(Quote: The Bhagavad Gita. Chapter: ‘Spiritual Knowledge’
Translation: Yogi Ramacharaka)

In Shrinigar, Kashmir, lies what is claimed to be the ‘Tomb of Jesus —
the Christian Christ’. I saw this tomb of Christ when | visited Kashmir
the first time, shortly after my arrival in India during the year 1949;
since then during 25 years spent in India | made a special research
intc()j ‘The Life of Issa (Jesus) in India, and a most fascinating study it has
made!

It must be kept in mind that although the Christian Bible goes into
great detail regarding the history of Jesus — both before and
immediately after his birth, and again when he commenced his
ministry after the age of 30 years — there is complete silence
regarding the years in between, which some church writers say
_covers a period of 16 years.

Many travellers to India in past ages have referred to this Tomb of
- Christ in Kashmir, as also the striking similarity in features, and
mannerisms of the Kashmiris to the Jewish people and also the fact
that the Kashmiri language contains many Hebrew words, express-
ions and idioms. At the turn of the present century, a Russian traveller
by the name of ‘Notovitch’ travelling through Ladakh came across
manuscripts in the Himis Lamasery, pertaining to the Life of ‘Issa’ —
his coming to India to study while in his 13th year — his eventual
return to lIsrael, crucifixion (which He survived), His subsequent
return to India and setting up an Ashram in Kashmir.

In the year 1929 — Dr Spencer Lewis, the then head of the
Rosicrusian Order in the U.S.A. published his book, “The Mystical
Life of Christ” — the result of extensive research made by himself
together with a large group of men and women from all over the
U.S.A. — a journey which took them through Palestine, Egypt, Italy,
Turkey, Greece, Switzerland, France, Germany and England —
however they did not include India — the book only deals with the
life of Christ up to his crucifixion and his survival — even so, it does
confirm the claim of the Notovitch publication up to that point.

During my research, a Parsi lady friend of mine in Delhi sent me an
extract of a translation of the writings of a very ancient Indian Yogi
sect — the ‘Gorak-Nath-Pantas’. This sect claim that Christ was one of
the founders of their order — one paragraph was most interesting
and | duote it here . . . “The Great Chetan-Nath, being in deep
meditation in the Himalayas, became aware that Issa was being
crucified — and making his body lighter than air, travelled to the land
of the Israelites, broke his ‘samadhi’ and together they travelled back
to India where Issa set up an Ashram in the foothills of the Himalayas .
Just outside the town of Srinigar are the ruins known to the
inhabitants as ‘Issa-Vihar’ — at another place nearby is ‘Issa Marg’.

A few years after the Notovitch publication, Swami Abhedenanda of
the Ramakrishna Mission, and a co-desciple with Vivikananda, also
made a pilgrimage through Kashmir, Srinagar, into Ladakh, following
all the traces of claims to Christ (Issa) having been in India. In his
publication written in Bengali, he also made extracts from the same
manuscripts that Notovitch had done before him.

Since this time, several publications from a variety of writers have
been published, and nearly every December, the Bombay and other
newspapers publish articles pertaining to Christ’s Life in India. Finally,
Mr G V Ketkar, the then Editor of the Kesari in Poona persuaded me
that | must go to Kashmir and Ladakh and see for myself the
creditability of all these articles and books, so together with a grant
towards my expenses from the Birlas in Delhi, | left. Arriving in
Kashmir | was helped by friends as well-as by the then editor of a
Moslem newspaper ‘Roshni’. Amongst other interesting finds, there
is a half defaced inscription on the walls flanking the narrow steps to
the ‘Shankaracharia Temple’ (now called the ‘Tukt-i-Suliman’) at the
top of the hill, a complete translation of the now partly effaced
inscription reads — ‘In this year Issa received the Prophethood’ . . .
‘Issa is Prophet of the Israelites’.
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Arriving in Ladakh, as a guest of H.Holiness Kushok Bukola, I had the
privilege of help from the Lama Geishas Ishe Tundup, second only to
H.Holiness, also a very good interpreter, a Mr Stebdan, and together
we visited the Himis Lamasery where the Notovitch Manuscripts
definitely do exist. Before leaving, | was taken round the Lamasery,
finally being shown their prayer-hall, then inviting me to go behind
the great statue of the Buddha. | entered what could be called a
‘Sacristy’” where the effegies of their past Head Lamas were all kept.
Immediately facing me was a life-size image of the ‘Maitreya Buddha
to come’ He was seated in an armchair, hands on the arms of the
chair, in a position of getting up — rising! Turning to my interpreter |
asked whether this image meant — as the writer L Adams Beck
claimed, that He would be a map of the West? They all smiled, “Oh
no” my guide replied, “This image symbolises that we feel that He is
due now — for all we know He may be already born — but where, to
what race, we do not know.

And so, my investigation now complete, after a few more days, |
returned to India.

Many times since, when feeling depressed at all the terrible things

happening in the world today, that vision returns of the Maitreya
Buddha rising from his seat, and through my mind runs the words of
the Bhagavad Gita, with its message . . “Whenever the world
declineth in virtue . .

. then come |, the Lord D
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EXTEND HEARTY DIWALI GREETINGS AND A PROSPEROUS & HARMONIOUS NEW YEAR i

35 PARK ROAD
WYNBERG. 7800.
CAPE TOWN.
PHONE 77-2321
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Available at all leading stores
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AMRITLAL & JAIRAMBHAI VANMALI PATEL
AND FAMILIES

Extend their Best Wishes
for a
Happy Diwali & Prosperous
New Year

to all Friends & Relatives

10 Goldsmith Road, Salt River Phone 55-5915

)




IdSI4

Ete-mai; ofl. w2t
2Rpl: 8l S2s spr2icil UL -eti2ie

A BUEL Suctell glreusi SiE2) sEL5,

e e
2UsLeUZlril Ut MG Rl 6. E2ARL, RUH, CHESHISL , B,
S Fellsust . 2> vLAl wisL 5. Heaulm
g«gﬂw 2UHIBL R~ AUSL . RAL HLSL SIS Rl . L
£ o oo~ -
2YBiou , 5820, i, YUew , 2iEled]l 1A 2ol .

SsLeuRtotl 24& el Wisel UGLHL el et 24 [SARAL ORyell

wafl gl . Hi= Wis<ll, 2lgezl 25 2ucels.

o o a
Wl 2uct slguzy S. [SreulBizt , waelont , eRguer, Siiciat,
24031, <ies 2 512200,

&
e 3l . +se2uous, curiciss, Ei€l, 20,2l
edl, 2uleiaAl 2 2yeliziii .

< . o o o iy BN .
Holauamadl 2 Bucle] e Slgl stz & . uUERU 2,
A o 52, SiETl 2usl , Cletstl <2ilol , WLSlail>t YR 24y

VLA SLatetl BTt —24LOL .

wieiot AT et ©
SIS, —2lEL, SHEUL.

i oo, olielsidl , 2iageit , 221l

. o
Ry YU &

Ul 222U 242y (SlisL) RSeu S. 3

o

a 2eietl [32uliail 23l 2uct 220eg 3Hs S
ADUAL 20t AcrLlU TG 58 T . Aol 2eusil

sezu 5. 512l S1R{, ausi , auclifai, 2Rl 2R 2
2siejofl.

2y Mt <2ifBt il ceileuel 928 B, Gl , sl 2,
sle1, B, euz, 0l 243 %ousl .

(sl 2 wsik &, e, Fidu, Bl urpucit,Riey
AlsLl it (gt
2 2uct Fretzialler o T Shza < S, apes, 220, 3y,

uS, (34rl, Feis 2T 2ul3ict g2t

AL A et A5 2ELsIEL Szl 6. rsudl,
supeuctl , Slg2lsilr , Puaializi , [§2s, AllRcs 22
R4~ Aed § 3eieida 1Sl wieil eueS “RUSL A

WA se=ll 5.

2ol 20uicil HUB Ut 4R oy B, B-I-ol-3-u- -],

e HBL 2ud ¥ 6. U ul Al e O - A Ruloteu ALl

- - N o
UL Aol BEHH GURILL S gne2ll §. e, Gusst, Beicil,

aizt, 537, flef 2ui yEffuett (audlelion) Rt

218 Sed 53t O A [ Gusoil 2ulet ez ML U . Rl Ul
Sl &l il BUNT . el EUES Rl 22 <24l RBUAS L,

Rt st oot (A2t

099999999999929995952899999995992992999993d

S\ S8/

41




42

-

The spiritual well being of our community depends on the active participation of each and every-
one of you,to leave no stone unturned to erect our place of worship and cultural centre. In this respect
you are assured of our sincere prayers, interest and co-operation

A HAPPY DIWALI AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR

ROMILLA DATSUN
MOTORWEL @

o

COLLEGE ROAD, RYLANDS ESTATE, from PHONE 67-6060
ATHLONE 7700 MR. & MRS. S.J. PATEL & FAMILY P.0. BOX 33, CRAWFORD 7770
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THE FIRST HISTORIAN OF HUMANITY - VYASA
— Bhikoo Magan

I am indebted to Dr Manu G Bhagat, M.A,, LL.B., PH.D. for his
research in the life of VYASA and to ‘Mother India’ for the details of
the sage’s life and works. | have taken extracts out of his book to give
readers an idea of the immense brain of this fantastic person.

Veda Vyasa is the first chronicler of ancient India and perhaps the first
historian of the human race. He not only wrote the Mahabharata, of
which the Bhagavad Gita is an inseparable part but also, it is said, the
eighteen Puranas including the Bhagavat Purana which is regarded
by the Hindus with the utmost reverence. He is also the author of the
Brahma Sutras, the aphoristic maxims in four chapters, dealing with
Brahman or the supreme spirit. His contribution to Aryan culture,
especially to its philosophy, has been profound and immeasurable.
Indeed the whole ocean of Sanskrit literature after the Mahabharata
bears the stamp of his supreme genius. It is rightfully said ‘There is
nothing which was not said by the great Rishi’. Itis no wonder that he
has come to be revered as Bhagavan Vyasa.

Towards the close of the Dwapara-Yuga, approximately 5200years ago
ago, the Aryan conquerors had founded many new kingdoms on the
banks of the Ganga and the Yamuna rivers, the most notable of the
Aryans were ruled by the Bharats from Hastinapur. (Amongst the

rivers of the world, the Ganga is the most venerated and deified. Itis a
symbol of sanctity to the Hindus of India.)

The most outstanding of the Vedic rishis was Vasishtha, who was a
Brahmarshi and to whom many sacred hymns of the Rig-veda were
revealed. He had a grandson, sage Parashara. One day Parashara was
crossing the Yamuna in a boat when he saw a fisher-girl seated next to
him. She was exceedingly beautiful and had a dark complexion, also
a devine perfume emanated from her body as a result of getting a
special blessing from a rishi. (Thus she was also called Gandhavati).
Captivated by the beauty of the maiden and struct by the fragrant
smell, Parashara fell in love with her. When asked, she replied that
her name was Satyavati and that her father was the King of the fisher
folk. It was the first encounter and the sage returned to his hermitage.
yet he felt that he left a bit of himself with the damsel. The impact of
Satyavati’s beauty was so overwhelming on Parashara that he soon
found he was not his old self again. The meeting haunted him and
disturbed his meditations. A storm of passionate desire swayed him.

His heart knew no rest until he met her again and made love to her.
In due course, Satyavati gave birth to a son on an island in the
Yamuna. As the child was dark-hued like the mother, he was named
Krishna. Born on an island he was also called Dvaipayana. When
Vyasa had grown up, he left his mother. It is not certain whether he
returned to Parashara, his father. However, the boy had inherited a
massive intellect, unfailing insight and a passion for knowledge, the
traditional virtues of the Vasishthas. As a Brahmachari he studied
under an ascetic teacher, Vishwaksena, who initiated him into a life
of austerity, prayer, ritual and the study of Vedic lore. It was a stage of
disciplined preparation, a period of constant and hard striving and
Vyasa proved that he was a devoted shishya (student). He was trained
in the necessary disciplines for intellectual and spiritual enlighten-
ment and was taught the Veda and its sciences. Another teacher,
Jatukarunya, taught him the Arya Dharma which opened out new
vistas of human understandmg to the purpose and dignity of aII life
and above all, the mission of his earthly sojourn.

Vyasa lived in a hermitage and was soon accepted as an acharya. He
taught his disciples how to perform the rituals, chant the sacred
mantras and instructed them in the Vedas. He moved from place to
place visiting holy places and sacred spots on the river banks.
Wherever he went, he taught, inspired, uplifted, gathered wider
knowlege himself and widened his spiritual horizon. It is said that
once he went to Varanasi, also know as Kashi, where Lord Shiva
abides eternally. Accompanied by a group of disciples, he was tired
and hungry when he reached the holy city. His disciples went round
but returned without any bhiksha (food). As he was about to curse
the city saying that learning, wealth and friendship would not flourish
there for more than three generations, Shiva, out of compassion,
became a householder and pacified Vyasa by providing him and his
disciples the best food. The sage’s curse was thus averted.

Vyasa is said to have married one Valika, daughter of sage Jabali. In
due course, the couple was blessed with a son, Shuka, who was an
exceptionally brilliant boy and even in his youth gave ample
evidence of his possession of yogic powers.

Hastinapur was ruled by the great king Shantanu. He had a son
named Devavrata who was appointed the successor to the throne.
One day the king went on a hunting expedition and the air was
suddenly filled with a fragrace so sweet that he traced it to Satyavati,
the lovely fishermaiden and the mother of Vyasa. Shantanu fell in
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Exteud their hest wishes for a
Bappy Diwali and a Prosperons
New Year
to all friends and relatives

CHOTUBHAI BHIKHA, RAMESH C. BHIKHA,
JAYANT| B. BHIKHA, SHANTILAL C. BHIKHA
AND FAMILIES

125 DURBAN STREET, WORCESTER.

Wiy the Light of Diwals destroy
oM e e your /z/é,
and Jll it with
Hope, Courage and Everllasting Jo.

JAYANTI GOVAN PATEL & FAMILY
29 Mavis Road, Rylands Estate
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love with her and desired to marry her; but her father agreed to this
only if Shantanu would appoint the son bourne by Satyavati to the
throne. Shantanu was in a dilemma. He remained restless and lost for
months. When Devavrata came to know of the cause of his father’s
ailment, he went to Satyvati’s father and not only renounced his claim
to the throne but also took the vow of life-long celibacy. Because of
this terrible vow, he came to be known as Bhishma.

King Shantanu married Satyavati who bore him two sons, Chitran-
gada and vichitravirya. chitrangada was killed in a battle and after
Shantanu’s death Vichitravirya succeeded to the throne. He died
childless and Bhishma was requested to beget descendants by the
surviving widows of Vichitravirya, Amba and Ambalika, in accord-
ance with the ancient custom of Niyoga. This Bhishma refused to do.
At last Satyavati, in great distress, remembered Vyasa, her son, born to
her when she was a maiden, through sage Parashara. She summoned
Vyasa, who had taken to ascetic life and was then a reputed teacher of
Arya Dharma. He consented to fulfil his mother’s wish to perpetuate
the family line of Shantanu. The sage had matted locks, a beard that
reached his ankles and frightful mien of a tapasvi. To the young
queens he appeared loathsome. They were far from happy but the
demands of duty were inexorable. So when Vyasa embraced Amba,
she closed her eyes and consequently her child Dhritarashtra was
born blind; Ambalika turned pale and hence her son Pandu was
born pale. But a maid servant, who in ecstatic devotion offered
herself to the sage; became the mother of Vidura, the wise. Dhrita-
rashtra was married to Gandhari and their sons, a hundred in
number, came to be known as the Kauravas. Pandu had two wives
Kunti and Madri, who gave him five sons and who became famous as
the Pandavas. When his grandsons grew up, Vyasa visualised a
dreadful misfortune of the great bloody war of Kurukshetra and
advised his mother Satyavati to retire to a forest.

The Kauravas grew to be proud, insolent and wicked, while the
Pandavas became wise, valiant and virtuous. Vyasa saw that Dharma
was bound up with the Pandavas and therefore helped them on
every occasion by warning, advice and guidance. He also sought an
ally in the Yadava chief, Shri Krishna who was an adept in arms and
diplomacy. These two developed an abiding friendship and pro-
moted the marriage of the Pandavas with the daughter of the mighty
king Drupada. After the Rajasuya Yajna was performed by Yudhish-
thira, the eldest Pandava, the Pandavas lost in a game of dice and

were in exile for thirteen years. The wicked Duryodhana refused to
give an inch of territory though their banishment was over. Krishna
failed in his attempt to forge peace. Vyasa, the seer, who had no
illusions about the future, warned everyone of the grim conse-
quences of the impending war. In the battle of Kurukshetra which
lasted for eighteen days, the Pandavas emerged victorious agains the
Kauravas. However, Vyasa was most grieved at the sight of the
disaster which the war had brought, destroying not only the whole
dynasty of the Kauravas but his sons, grandsons and great-grandsons.

As sage Vyasa lived on, he decided to bequeath the treasured
wisdom of a liftime to prosperity. Before his ancient eyes, a panorama
of events unfolded themselves once again and in words simple yet
true he composed the saga of the Bharats which was not only to serve
as a work of poetic art but also as a manual of orality, law and
philosophy. As he wrote the great epic, the sage described how the
righteous had struggled and won and how the wicked had fought
and lost. As the theme grew upon him, he visualised the significant
role and mission of Shri Krishna as God incarnate and gave mankind
an immortal portrait of Him and conveyed His timeless message
through the Bhagavad Gita, which forms an integral part of the
Mahabharata, the most universal story of the human race. :

There is an interesting story as to how Vyasa composed the divine
epic and how Lord Ganesh, the god of wisdom and remover of
obstacles, acted his scribe. Having conceived the immortal master-
piece, Vyasa wondering how to go about it. So he meditated on
Brahma, the creator of the universe, who appeared before him.
Vyasa prostrated himself before Brahma and prayed. “Lord | have
conceived an excellent work but I need a scribe to whom | can
dictate it.” Brahma was pleased and said: “O Sage, Lord Ganesh is
very skilled in sacred sciences and is a good scribe. Invoke him and
request him to help you in your difficult task”. Having said these
words, He disappeared. Vyasa meditated to Ganesh: “l have con-
ceived a sublime poem which | wish to sing and to give to mankind as
one of its noblest heritages. | cannot think of anyone but you who
can help me. Will you be gracious to take it down”. | can accept your
request only on one condition as | have no time to waste. | should be
kept fully engaged and my pen must not stop once | begin writing. If
you can dictate without pause, | shall do as you wish.” Vyasa agreed
with a counter suggestion: “I want you to take down the dictation
intelligently. This means that you must first grasp the meaning of
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what | dictate before you write it down.” Ganesh agreed to the sage’s
condition, and it is said that while Ganesh pondered over the
meaning of the stanza he wrote, Vyasa composea the next one. Thus
the whole work of the Mahabharata came to be written to the
dictation of Vyasa.

Vyasa first taught the great epic to his son Shuka. Later to his disciples.
One of the chief disciples of Vyasa, Vaishampayana, revealed the epic
for the benefit of humanity. Having given a vast repository of Hindu
traditional lore, philosophy and legend in the Mahabharata, Vyasa
disappeared from the mortal vision to live forever as the creator of an
immortal epic.

THE SONG OF THE DANCING GIRL KHETRI, TO SHIVA
THE ‘SELF-EXISTANT

Lord! Look not upon my evil qualities,

Thy Name Lord — is ‘Same-sightedness’
Make us both the same glory.
One is the piece of iron in the hand of the Butcher,
Another is the Image in the Temple,
But, when they touch the ‘Philosopher’s stone’
Both alike turn to Gold.

One drop of water is in the sacred Yamuna,
And one is foul, in a ditch by the roadside,
But, when they flow into Holy Ganges

Both alike are holy.

So, Lord, Look not upon my evil qualities,
Thy name O Lord, is same sightedness,
Make us both the Same Glory. «3
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Keep the Good Things Coming
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G.B. Patel & Family & P.J. Patel & Family

ESQUIRE PRESS (PTY.) LTD.

O

MARK OF QUALITY

HEIN ROAD, ATHLONE INDUSTRIA

J

grassy park pharmacy

MR. & MRS. R. M. RANCHOD
& MRS. M. RANCHOD

Busy Corner Centre,
Victoria Road, Grassy Park

Phone: 72-8346 J
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'PROGRESS RADIO & T.V.

Main Road, Claremont.
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DIRECTORS AND STAFF

FILMFARE INTERNATIONAL

MOTION PICTURE DISTRIBUTORS

NOW ALSO OFFERING A COMPLETE FILM CENSORING FACILITY IN LUXURIOUSLY APPOINTED FULLY
FITTED AIR CONDITIONED PREVIEW THEATRE.

FILMFARE CENTRE,
PHONE: 67-4150

MABEL ROAD,
RYLANDS ESTATE 7764, CABIEES - TGRCROP
ATHLONE. ATHLONE.
— : J 57
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:biwa/i greeﬁngd

from
Mr. & Mrs. |. T. GIHWALA AND FAMILY
18 Doreen Road, Rylands Estate 7764.

Prop. of

GIHWALA'S EASTERN GEM PRODUCTS

WHOLESALE & GENERAL SPICE MERCHANTS
DIRECT IMPORTERS, MANUFACTURERS AND PREPACKERS

COLORCHARM QUALITY PAINTS & ADHESIVES
BRACFLEX PACKAGING COMPANY

FOR ALL YOUR PACKING REQUIREMENTS -

SUPERIOR SILENCERS

Fitters of Famous Brand Silencers

Monzas and Stainless Steel Grapnel Silencers

CLAUDE ROAD, ATHLONE INDUSTRIA No. 1 TELEPHONES: 67-3366, 67-1942
TELEPHONE RESIDENCE: 67-2088

R e ———————
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[Wishing all friends, associates and the family

A

A JOYOUS DIWALI & PROSPEROUS -
NEW YEAR

MANILAL & LUXMIBHEN GIHWALA
& FAMILY
“SAI NIVAS”, 101 REPULSE ROAD,

RYLANDS ESTATE, ATHLONE — PHONE 67-7069
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DR & MRS K DEVA and FAMILY

60 Tussen Road, Rylands Estate
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CLEANERS + LAUNDERERS

HEIN ROAD, ATHLONE INDUSTRIA

THAKOR G. BHIKA & FAMILY
NAGIN G. BHIKA & FAMILY

Phone 67-1626 (Bus.) 67-3384 (Res.)
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MRS SOMIBHEN SUKHA & FAMILY
MR JERAM SUKHA & FAMILY

24-26 NOLL AVENUE, HATTON ESTATE, CAPE

B

N

/M/idé,ing a// our Cmtomem
a ﬂap/o% :bill/a/i |

N. M. F. FOOTWEAR SALES
P.O. BOX 4828 CAPE TOWN Phone: 43-4145

REP. FOR
PRIDE STYLE SHOES
RICHLEIGH SHOES
SOUTHCOAST SHOES
DIRECTORS: S. C. Margolius S. E. Margolius

~

7

3

NATVERLAL & MANJULA N. PATEL
CHOTUBHAI & PADMA N. PATEL
& FAMILIES

Phone
86-1388

132 St George's Street
Simonstown

.
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THE DIRECTORS & STAFF OF

STORK LITRE &
STORK BIG 10

FOR THAT GLOW OF HEALTH

Also available in

STORK PARTY SIZE

STORK BEVERAGES

FOR ORDERS PHONE: 67-7161
AFTER HOURS: 69-4901

COR. CARBON and HEIN ROAD,

ATHLONE INDUSTRIA N.o 2




- EERBIX!IS
BODY WORKS

| ATHLONE'S LEADING PANELBEATERS

°* FREE QUOTATIONS
* FREE BREAKDOWN SERVICE

* FREE PARKING

SERVICE 24 HRS. A DAY

PHONE 67-1223/4 HEIN ROAD ATHLONE INDUSTRIA J
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Wzshmg our Hindu friends and customers a Happy Deepavah
and a Prosperous New Year

from

BORNER HUUSE

(WHERE CAPE TOWN. SHOPS)
THE PIONEER OF '2 FOR THE PRICE OF ONE SHOP

- Branches at

KLIPFONTEIN ROAD, ATHLONE | PHONE 67-4005
VICTORIA ROAD, MOWBRAY PHONE 65-6997
461/463 ALBERT ROAD, SALT RIVER PHONE 47-3960 g
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