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The Festival of Lights
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THE CAPE HINDU CULTURAL SOCIETY

Extend their heartiest greetings to all for a
Happy Deepavali and a Prosperous New Year




NATHU, DAYA & CHOTU CHHAGANLAL PATEL
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ROSHAN PRESS

(Pty) Ltd.
Holland Afrika Printers

LITHOGRAPHERS . BOXMAKERS .« COMMERCIAL PRINTERS

- COR. NOLL AVENUE & DAWID STREET, ATHLONE INDUSTRIA, CAPE
P.O. BOX 46, CRAWFORD 7770, CAPE
PHONE 67-2014 & 67-3222
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EDITORIAL
Cerm>O

The Cape Hindu Cultural Society takes pleasure in publishing once
again our annual Diwali magazine. We believe that it is essential that
our Hindu culture and religion be maintained. It is also our firm
conviction that our language should not be allowed to fade away.
There are numerous other forms of Gujerati literature being
regularly published, also motivated by the idea of keeping our
culture and language alive, and this is our small contribution to this
end. We do hope that the articles published in this magazine will be
a source of inspiration to our readers.

We have received assistance from various members in our efforts to
publish this magazine. To them as well as to the individuals and
bodies who have assisted us financially by subscribing in the form of
advertisements, we would like to express our sincere gratitude. We
sincerely hope that our future publications will contain a greater
variety of literature and look forward to a more enthusiastic
response from the numerous authors in our community.

We take this opportunity to extend to you our sincere Diwali
Greetings and pray that the New Year commencing tomorrow will
be one of peace and prosperity for all.

The editorial board would like to comment that the sentiments and
thoughts expressed in this magazine do not necessarily reflect
those of the editorial board.
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NANOO KANA HIRA & FAMILY

20 Farm Road Phone
Rylands Estate 67-1539

5

.

TN




2l edloueue Fusrewe waet

ul.%g— ‘um% DA Bioty GuiLll @vec\—jd 24, RARUL(FSL2L Sl
282 . Dt (ST O W S g2l S URUSL
sS4 20l 6. u-%g B 2t weuRlisd Uit M2 CLDL%T;V Slevall
Gtgamm'. C-’%wéb EBiL 2l Qéau 5. UL yelst d%%?—a
-um,lgtot s e -w@c-at et M2y & Ui gl s

BT L, -um,gﬂ, UL SliL Bl et L GusTiol seei ool . cieS
A, GugL ssFell 24PN 3w =g, e 52 s 5130
2REe(] 2icll USRUISLA M2SLeisly 2LS SIS2R efws:alptan, ey,
312U B UL st L 2T S Tt ngU L URURL
c,ugfx 251 2L LT RUURL UALSS] . Ptrtadl 2 T (Rertl
Uil Sl 34T <l Qwu—cgbet LRI HAGU W W—a é{:«mt
¥ A2l Sl USSL. LS L5T Biy -‘04.3,-?»4,5 448 s ‘&g
RURAL ARl Hetot SR=ulell Pletodl 2Ll it 2 2SS,

Sls 2au wefl gt gt e 2wl 2wsicll el Hig s
Snsieil 3402 B SIsAl MAS Hicirel 5L WS 5. A5y <22
34 Hdell = 2 Sl el uuisit <2l dunsl
@L@%{t Ut <Ll ALYl -vcmnjl 2424y Holetil ausl
-'eéau . 5aC—tL-u 22l dudeusiel A sielail el Yl
YT E{-t Fau4l sl Assieil 6. AT, éq, IS Q{,&[L
SRl =L HRUSL 9+§e(.<-b=+l. FN=l g 57 22l 8. dunBEw
2o (L 2dretieg ciéisie ( GunsifE2, 2uou 2iE2 -'b-bvtébGL>
A3 uf 212y 8. Welol 2UALoAL Stetetl 23 2L oS

CHAIRMAN'’S MESSAGE

MR S J PATEL

We are very thankful to Almighty God that commencement has
been made in the erection of our Cultural Centre. The long-
awaited construction work has been in progress since the month of
August and we now need the spiritual, moral and physical strength
of each and everyone to complete this undertaking. We dare not
leave for tomorrow that which has to be done today. We dare not
shirk our responsibilities. We dare not rely on others as is so often
done.

The erection of our Cultural Centre must be a community effort.
We must collectively take pride in contributing to the best of our
ability towards the completion of our project.

Elsewhere in this publication you will find the architect’s
impression of the centre.

Are we just going to admire that which is on paper? NO! Our ideal
must materialise into a concrete reality. What we have commenced
we must have the courage and strength to complete. | appeal to
every father, mother, brother, sister and child to please rally
together and make every effort towards the construction of our
centre. :

Together with my family, | wish you all a very Happy Diwali and
pray God’s richest blessings on each and everyone of you.

| remain your humble servant,

S.-J- PATEL
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"WE SELL . INSTALL . SERVICE . REPAIR

ALL MAKES OF: « C.B. RADIOS o DEMISTERS
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« BURGLAR ALARMS o CAR STEREO SETS

" TAJ “We’re Simply SOUNDSATIONAL”
YOUR ONE STOP SOUND SHOP
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\With Best Wishes
to friends and
relatives

NAGIN & KANTILAL V. PATEL & FAMILIES

\ 27 MAVIS ROAD, RYLANDS ESTATE 7764 Y
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GENERAL COMMITTEE OF THE CAPE HINDU CULTURAL SOCIETY
1980 - 1981

SHIBABHAI ) PATEL — Chairman
GOVINDBHAI B. PATEL — Vice-Chairman
HARGOVINDBHAI B. GOVAN — Vice-Chairman
NAGINBHAI B. PATEL —Secretary
GOPALBHAI N. BILLIMORIA — Secretary
BHAGATBHAI B. GOVAN — Treasurer
SUBASHBHAI N. RAMA —Treasurer
JERAMBHAI V. PATEL

THAKORBHAI G. BHIKHA

SHANTILAL RAMIJEE

GULABBHAI E. JEEVAN

RAMCHANDRA L. KOVID

HANSABHEN P. PARSOTAM

KANTILAL V. PATEL

KANTILAL N. PATEL

KANUBHAI DAYAL SUKHA
JACKISONBHAI L. NAVSARIA
HARISHBHAI M. RAMA
PUSHPABHEN G. BILLIMORIA
CHANDANBHEN G. SURATWALA
NANUBHAI K. HIRA
GAMANBHAI V. KASSAN
DOLATBHAI H. MAKAN
KANJEEBHAI P. PATEL
MOHANBHAI B. KALAN
JERAMBHAI D. SUKHA
NAGINBHAI G. BHIKHA
CHAGANBHAI NATHOO
NATHUBHAI C. PATEL

PUBLICATIONS COMMITTEE

GOPALBHAI N. BILLIMORIA — Chairman
NATHUBHAI C. PATEL — Secretary
SUBASHBHAI N. RAMA — Treasurer
KANURHAI D. SUKHA

KANTILAL V. PATEL

HARISHBHAI M. RAMA
DOLATBHAI H. MAKAN
GOVINDBHAI B. PATEL
NAGINBHAI V. PATEL

ASSISTED BY

SURY RANCHOD, KHANDOOBHAI R. DAYARAM, BALOOBHAI
BHOOLA, GANESHBHAI P. LALLA, RAMCHANDRA L. KOVID.



SCHOOL COMMITTEE

GOVINDBHAI B. PATEL — Chairman SHANTILAL RAMIJEE
HANSABHEN P. PARSOTAM — Secretary KANJEEBHAI P. PATEL
JERAMBHAI V. PATEL — Treasurer GAMANBHAI V. KASSAN
KANUBHAI D. SUKHA BHAGATSINGH B. GOVAN
NATHUBHAI C. PATEL NANUBHAI K. HIRA

JACKISON L. NAVSARIA

SHIBHABHALI J. PATEL — Chairman THAKORBHAI G. BHIKHA
BHAGATSINGH B. GOVAN — Secretary SHANTILAL RAMIJEE
GOVINDBHAI B. PATEL — Treasurer JERAMBHALI V. PATEL

COMMITTEE FOR AUSPICIOUS & INAUSPICIOUS OCCASIONS

CHAGANBHAI NATHOO — Chairman CHANDANBHEN G. SURATWALA
HARGOVANBHAI B. GOVAN — Secretary PUSHPABHEN G. BILLIMORIA
GULABBHAI E. JEEVAN SUBASHBHAI N. RAMA

GAMANBHAI V. KASSAN

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

SHIBHABHAI ). PATEL — Chairman JERAMBHAI V. PATEL
GOPALBHAI N. BILLIMORIA —Secretary THAKORBHAI G. BHIKHA
SUBASHBHAI N. RAMA — Treasurer GULABBHAI E. JEEVAN

GOVINDBHALI B. PATEL HARGOVINDBHAI B. GOVAN
SHANTILAL RAMIJEE ‘




Simba Chips
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JAYANTI & NATVER GOVAN PATEL & FAMILIES
29 Mavis Road, Rylands Estate 7764
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CHOTUBHAI BHIKHA, RAMESH C. BHIKHA,
JAYANT! B. BHIKHA, SHANTILAL C. BHIKHA
AND FAMILIES

125 DURBAN STREET, WORCESTER.
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Wishing all
our Hindu
Clients a
happy Diwali
and a
prosperous
New Year.

Standard
Bank

The Standard Bank of South Africa Limited

(Registered Commercial Bank)
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A JOYOUS DIWALI & PROSPEROUS
NEW YEAR
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SUKHA & BALWANT GOVAN
11 BATTS ROAD,
WYNBERG

L()Z MAVIS ROAD, RYLANDS ESTATE

PARBHOO VALLABH PATEL & FAMILY
TEL: 67-6838 j
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Salon Harry
LADIES & GENTS HAIR STYLIST

PAINLESS EAR-PIERCING SERVICE AVAILABLE

42 Portland Road, Salt River.

38 Dorp Street, Cape Town
Phone: 55-8970

Phone: 22-1908

Table Valley Take-aways
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FROM
MRS. LALITA VASSAN
C/o Ansus Shoe Centre, 3 Logday House

Retreat Road,
Retreat 7945 Phone: 72-1693

103’ Buitengracht Street, Cape Town 8001. J
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A JOYOUS DIWAL & PROSPEROUS
NeEW YERR

BALA PREM)I

JEWELLERS

FOR EXQUISITE GOLD AND DIAMOND JEWELLERY IN 22ct AND 18ct

7 DUINE ROAD
RYLANDS ESTATE
ATHLONE 7764

TELEPHONE 67-1992
TELECALL: 21-5420 €XT. 4758
BARCLAY-CARD & STANDARD BANK CARDS GLADLY ACCEPTED

OR OUR SPeCIAL 12 MONTHS PURCHASE DEAL
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LORD VISHNU

Magan A. Lalloo

Vishnu as the name signifies is said to pervade all space. He is
Akasha-Garbha, the Container of Ether. He is the sun at noon
supporting the heavens (Vishnu — Surya), or the sun at midnight
under the earth reposing on the coils of the serpent of eternity
(Ananta or Shesha), the Milky Way. In this aspect he is known as
Vishnu-Narayan. His colour is the deep transparent blue of the
Himalayan sky after the monsoon rdins, and his flower is the blue
lotus. His shrine should face the east, so that Lakshmi, His Shakti,
the bringer of prosperity and wealth, the bright goddess of the day
may enter as she rises from the cosmic ocean every morning to
greet her spouse. He rides on the Garuda, the Himalayan eagle.

In His universal form as the all-pervading, everlasting cause He is
described in the Bhagvad-Gita as too terrific for ordinary mortal
vision. But as the supporter of the heavens, and as the midnight
sun slumbering under the Cosmic Ocean, He is represented as the
Aryan warrior king, armed with the terrific weapon, the Chakra or
discus, which is the mind, the Wheel of Life which evolved from
the Swastika, symbolising the revolution of the earth and not the
sun itself.

The spiritual significance of the various attributes displayed by
Vishnu are the Kaustubha gem which He wears in his necklace and
which is the pure soul of the world, undefiled and void of qualities.

_ Also are five precious gems — pearl, ruby, emerald, sapphire and a
diamond, which represent the five elemental rudiments. The bow
Gandiva symbolises the principle of consciousness and the spiral
conch shell (Sankh), the sound of which reverberates the whole
universe. The bright sword, wielded by the right arm, is holy
wisdom, concealed at times in the scabbard of ignorance. He also
wields the mace, which is the power of the intellect.

Vishnu to the Vaishnavaites is Brahma, Vishnu and Shiva. In the
same way Shiva to the Shaivaites, represents the Trimurti. This

interchange of symbols between different sacts often makes Indian
religious ideas tangled and confused to Europeans. It should always
be remembered not only that anyone of the Trimurti may stand for
all three, but that any Hindu deity may be regarded as a symbol or
manifestation of all the powers of the one God.

Vishnu in His universal character has ten Avataras or incarnations in
which he manifested himsef to the world.

In the first, the Matsya, or fish-incarnation He is said to have saved

Manu, one of the progenitors of the human race from a great
flood.

In the second the Kurma, or tortoise-incarnation, he assisted in the
churning of the Ocean.

The next was the Varaha, or boar-incarnation, in which Vishnu
raised the earth from beneath the waters of chaos, or according to
the Purana legend, rescued it from a demon who dragged it
beneath the sea.

The fourth was Narasinha, or man-lion incarnation, the form in
which he is said to have appeared to destroy the wicked Hiranya-
Kansapu, king of the Asuras.

According to the Vishnu Puranas Hiranya-Kansapu was the door-
keeper of Vishnu’s paradise and had obtained from Bramha by
severe penance the boon that he should not be slain by any
created being. Inflated with pride, he then attempted to usurp the
sovereignty of Vishnu and ordered his son Prahlada to offer him
worship instead of to the God. Prahlada refused and braved all the
wrath of his infuriated father. When Hiranya struck him his only
thought was on Vishnu, and the blows fell harmlessly. He was cast
into the fire but was not burnt. With thoughts still fixed on the
Preserver, he remained uninjured when an elephant tried to
trample him to death and when thrown fettered into the sea, a fish,
at Vishnu’s command, carried him safely ashore.

At last, as Prahlada continued praying to Vishnu and proclaiming
that He was everywhere and in everything, Hiranya tauntingly
asked “If that is so, why dost thou not show him to me?” Upon this,
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Prahlada arose and struck a column of the hall in which they stood,
and behold, Vishnu issued forth in a form which was half man and
half lion and tore the impious Asura king to pieces.

The fifth incarnation, known as Vamana, or dwarf, refers to the
three “strides” of Vishnu or the three positions of the sun at rising,
at noon, and at setting. According to the Vishnu Purana it is stated
that He assumed the form of a dwarf to recover the dominion of
the earth from the demon-king Bali.

The four last historical or quasi-historical Avataras are those of
" Parasu-Rama, or Rama with the axe — a Brahman who overthrew
the Kshatriyas and established Brahman supremacy in North India.
Ramachandra, the hero of the Ramayana; Krishna, the hero of the
Mahabharata, the inspired teacher of the Bhagvad Gita; and
Gautama Buddha, the founder of Buddhism.

The tenth and last Avatar is that of the Hindu Messiah, Kalki, who
at the end of the present dark age, the Kaliyuga is to appear riding
a white horse, with a flaming sword in hand, to restore
righteousness and to rule the earth.

FOOTNOTE:

Unlike Christianity which accepts only one unique Divine in-
carnation in Jesus Christ, Hindus accept many incarnations of God.
In the Bhagvad-Gita the Lord says: “Whenever there is decline of
Dharma, then | body myself forth for the protection of the good,
for the destruction of the wicked and for the establishment of
Dharma.

While some Hindus take the doctrine literally and accept figures
like Rama, Krishna and Buddha as actual incarnations, others
prefer to treat it as a useful myth.
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REALITY

Magan A. lalloo

Man lives on two planes: internal and external. His body is of flesh
and in it resides the spirit. Man has added value to material
existence through scientific means, in the form of comfort and
luxuries to his senses. But being baffled by the inability to find the
lasting peace he craves for, man has tried to turn to the very Source
of it, turned to the Inner Self, the Spirit, and as a result of which he
has great hope of building up the Temple of God in this very
mortal frame. So, to attain a higher level of growth, a harmonious
development of the inner and outer existance is imperative.
Neglect of the one is done at the cost of the other. Too much stress
on the inner aspect leads to indifference towards the external
development, while excessive attention to the external develop-
ment leads to internal bankruptcy. The proper adjustment of the
two in such a way that the one will be an aid to supplement the
other in the total growth is what modern man most needs.

It is seen that external development does not go hand-in-hand
with the unfoldment of latent potentialities of the Inner Self of
man, and this has led to the tragedy of modern times. There is a
subtle link between the external and the internal. The external is
the real gate through which one must enter, and as one enters
through it to the innermost apartments, one finds that the external
is of less and less value. The difference between these two
becomes clear only when one has entered into the inner region.
The external region of Nature, due to its inherent capability to act
as a bar to mans’ inward march, compels man to get busy with it
and thus to forget that there is something called the internal region
of spirit. But a stage comes when he cannot rest contented and the
question arises in him; what next? Intellect then becomes his guide
and like a faint torch shows him the way through indistinctly. Man
gets to know the far-off glimmer of the Supreme Flame as he
proceeds in search of Reality.

In the process of his awakening, man finds that the material world
supplies him with the favourable circumstances on which he
depends initially: and as he makes progress he sees that unless he
has fully utilized the material necessities to his highest advantage
and value, he cannot go beyond the “snare” of Maya, for even a
little attachment will keep him in bondage. He will have to free
himself from such attachment not by forced abstinence or
avoidance amounting to escapism, but by way of gradual growth
and natural development. The thirst for a higher purpose, in
response to the Higher Beauty of the internal existence, cannot
make itself felt until and unless man outgrows his lower necessities
and knows the worth of the eternal virtues. The ephemeral value
of the external world is revealed to the determinant aspect of
individual growth which seeks a higher significance of existence in
the inner region, undergoing a thorough intellectual transform-
ation.

The mind grows on this line of detachment on a prolonged process
of evaluation, gaining knowledge and advantage through direct
dependence on environments. This turning of the mind to the
internal, though normally inclined to the external is possible only
when the vista of the Greater Beauty comes within mortal ken.
Man cannot incline to finer sublimity unless he finds ultimate
significance of it on some higher level in comparison with
immediate sense — satisfaction.

Man is ever on the move, to act, strive and re-adjust on a higher
plane. He himself can become his friend or enemy as he keeps
himself responsive to the beauty around. When somebody is heard
to speak of the tidings of the inner region, it is to understand that
he has much advanced in this ‘inwardization’, after plucking the
flower through his different existences and varied experiences. He
has not jumped over ‘matter’ to spirit, but has known that the
unfoldment of his self reveals that he is himself the spirit, the Inner
Spirit.
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Diwali Greetings

from

SURWELL PHARMACY

Athlone Phone: 67-2013

Mr. & Mrs. MITHAL‘ PARSOTAM
Mr. & Mrs. HIMAT PARSOTAM
and FAMILY
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N
E Wishing you all a Happy Deepavali and a Prosperous New Year

FROM MR. & MRS. S. J. PATEL AND FAMILY

Almighty God has given us golden opportunity to fulfill the
spiritual and cultural needs of our people.
May each and everyone of us become participants in fulfilling

our much desired needs, is the prayer of our hearts.

S.J.P. INVESTMENTS ™

Developer of Townships and Builder of Elegant Homes
PHONE 67-9027/8

and
Z.
ROMILLA DATSUN
(PTY.) LTD.
CAR AND TRUCKS AGENTS FQR DATSUN-NISSAN

PHONE 67-9130/31

Contact us for all your transport needs

P.O. BOX 3, GATESVILLE 7764. 5.7
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KISMET CINEMA

PHONE: 67-4007/65-1633

AND

CINE 400

PHONE: 67-5391/67-9027
is not only a cinema — it's a way of life

WE INVITE YOU TO COME AND RELAX IN THE COMFORT AND LUXURY OF OUR CINEMA

FULLY AIR-CONDITIONED *

TOP CLASS ENTERTAINMENT

GALAXY DISCO RESTAURANT

FOR THOSE WHO ARE YOUNG AT HEART, LIFE IS FOR LIVING — ENJOY YOURSELF, IT’S LATER THAN

TEL.: 67-9132/3

YOU THINK.

From KANTILAL AND MOHAN S. PATEL

J
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Pest wishes to all priends
and customens

from
%WW

ATKINSON’S TOYOTA

KENILWORTH CENTRE

Tel: 61-5160 Res: 75-2527

tuam
My & W PB. Wagan & Family

18 YORK ROAD, WYNBERG 7800
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TELEPHONE: 71-3098
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“LET NOBLE THOUGHTS COME FROM ALL SIDES”
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Diwals
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132 St George's Street

k Simonstown

CHOTUBHAI & PADMA N. PATEL

Phone

86-1388 J
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ENOS BANDERKER

MILLER WEEDON TRAVEL

SUITE 27A KENILWORTH CENTRE, PHONE 61-1065/6/7
EAST GATE, KENILWORTH 7700 AFTER HOURS 71-6750

Best Wishes FROM YUSUF BANDERKER & BARBARA ARMSTRONG. BUDY PATEL




THE PEOPLE OF SOUTH AFRICA

BHAVNA NATHOO C. PATEL

Recent boycotts and unrest among our students has brought to
mind sincere thoughts to many people, yet some purposefully fail
to recognise and completely disregard the fact concerning a
suppression of human rights. The reason for this is outlined as
ighorance. People seem perfectly content with the fact that
nothing can be done and under this impression offer very little co-
operation. In this article, I would like to bring to light the history of
the South African people and why it is very necessary to change
the present system.

Before 1652, the inhabitants of South Africa consisted of the San,
Khoikhoi, Nguni — and Sotho speaking people. With the arrival of
the Dutch and repeated wars with the British, South Africa was
finally ruled by the British. The Dutch Afrikaner was still living in
South Africa at the time of the annexations. The discovery of
minerals intensified matters since cheap labour was needed and
this gave rise to modern Capitalism. The conquered inhabitants
had no land to live on, were forced to seek labour on the mines
and white owned farms. Thus, the once powerful African nations
were defeated, their economy and society destroyed and they all
became migrant workers under the white settlers.

At the turn of the century the African society was brutally exploited
by extreme conditions which prevailed and they began resisting.
The beginning of the political struggle was marked with the
formation of the first resistance organisation, ImBbumba Yama
Afrika. But what could be done? Can there be a war between
spears and guns? Better organisation and planning was needed.
Fewer and fewer people looked to a restoration of the pre-colonial
past as the solution to their problems. More and more began to
see their future in a South Africa as free citizens of a free society.

At first, preachers, teachers, doctors and lawyers led the political
and cultural movements. Workers began to play a leading role in

these spheres with the rapid growth of trade unions. Although the
struggle seemed to be one between ‘blacks’ and ‘whites’, in fact it
was much more complex than that. The key to the study of the
modern history lies in our ability to identify the class relationships
that underlay the superficial events that seemed to involve ‘whites’
and ‘blacks’ rather than workers, traders, etc. 1912 saw the
formation of the AN.C. At the early stages they seemed a solid
middle-class body. They fought against the ‘Native’ Land Bill and
the 1913 Land Act which restricted ‘black’ people to reserves. After
the war industrial unrest became prevalent and demonstrations
organised by the A.N.C. were simply met with mass arrests. The
A.N.C. underwent a period of dissension. This was eclipsed by the
rise of the I.C.U. which articulated black labour protest. As a result
of police action against strikes, the I.C.U. had burnt itself out by
1930. Influenced by ideas from abroad, the A.N.C. revived during
the war years. Anti-pass demonstrations at Sharpville and Langa,
organised by the P.A.C. Police opened fire, killing 69. Dis-
investment, mass arrests and the Regime declared a State of
Emergency. The P.A.C. and AN.C. were banned.

South Africa during the 1960’s, was a prosperous country. This
prosperity and stability was maintained through continued re-
pression and exploitation of the masses. The majority of the
workers were not prepared to accept their oppressed positions
passively. The 1970’s saw an upsurge of the working-class resistance
against the unjust system. There were many demonstrations and
mass arrests during the period before 1976.

In 1976, students in Soweto protested against inferior education.
Wednesday, June 16 was the day which took South Africa out of its
deep slumber and rocked its social fabric. It was the day when
students responded to decades of relentless economic exploitation
and political repression. They were joined by workers and other
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students who pledged their solidarity by going on strike. Many
hundreds of -people gave their lives. During the next year, 18
consciousness organisations were banned and Steve Biko died in
detention.

The 1980 boycott created an emotional mood of militancy among
students. There was a common cause and students took a stand as
the leaders of tomorrow. Much organisation is needed in staging a
boycott as the best weapon. Boycotts were staged during this year.
The school boycott was a nation-wide cry against an educational
system which is based on racial lines. the most important
achievement was unity and a political awareness among the
students. Just as students emphasised the connection between
inferior education and lack of political power, so the relation
between factory and community organisation is drawn.

| hope this article has shown the necessity of unity and an
awareness among the people of all communities.

BALOO M. PATEL and BHARAT RATANJEE MAKAN
21 Mavis Road, Rylands Estate Phone: 72-8502
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—— SHOW ME THE SPOT

Baburao Patel
(Editor of “Mother India”)

What bewildering faces, O Lord of Universe,
Thou has worn,

Which am [ to take home to converse
with Thee alone?

In air and water | see Thee,
and in the vault of the blue sky,

In hills and dales | find Thee,
flying gaily with the little fly.

In the whistle of the wind | hear Thee,
and in the storm Thy angry cry.

In the rays of the Sun I feel Thee,
in the moonbeam Thy gentle eye,

In trees and flowers | have caught Thee,
tempting the butterfly,

Hiding her honey in Thy flower,
her food Thou dost not deny.

In Ganga’s ripple | hear Thee sing,
and Thy croon in little stream,

In falling waters | hear Thy roar,
and Thy whisper in my dream.

Where art Thou, O Lord,
and where art Thou not?

O, Creator of this Universe,
show me that unknown spot.

For there I shall build
my altar to worship Thee,

To meet Thee alone, O Lord,
and pray for communion with me.
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LOTRONICS

(PTY) LTD.

101 SHOP No. 3, PARKFAIR CENTRE, ELSIES RIVER 7460. T 98-1936
102 SHOP No. 16, ADELPHI CENTRE, MAIN ROAD, SEA POINT 8001. T 49-1477

103 TOWN CENTRE, SHOP No. 3, BLOCK 37, MITCHELL'S PLAIN 7764 I 62-6237

104 SHOP No. 6, ATHLONE CITY CENTRE, KLIPFONTEIN RD., ATHLONE 7764. “F°67-8146/7
105 WORKSHOP: AILEEN BLDG., SHOP No. 10, LAWRENCE RD., ATHLONE ¥ 67-8146 Ext. 6
106 27 ADDERLEY STREET, CAPE TOWN 8001. = 45-5747
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Wishing all friends and relatives
A Happy Diwali

MANGOOBHAI LALLOO DESAI AND FAMILY
30 BOUNDARY ROAD, CRAVENBY ESTATE, CAPE

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL
FRUIT AND VEGETABLE  SUPPLIERS
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SUZUKI SOUTH

46 MAIN ROAD, CLAREMONT
TELEPHONE: 64-4086/7

$

' For the Best Deal on Two Wheels
come to
SUZUKI SOUTH
Full range of accessories and
spares in stock.
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HEIN'S SERVICE CENTRE

Mercedes|BMW and all General Repairs
Steam Cleaning, Elec. Tune-up * Free Lubrication with Oil Change

W

Come to Shell for answers

Noll Avenue, Athlone Industria 7764. Phone 67-9037/8 J
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Wishing all friends and relatives a Happy Diwali

GOVAN BUILDERS

BHAGATSINGH B. GOVAN 2 TUSSEN ROAD  RYLANDS ESTATE 7764
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CIRrD

JOHN CITIZEN

L9017 EXPIRY DATE 30/11/81

THIS CARD PUTS 10 %
INYOUR POCHKET

CENTRE CASH CARD

will soon be in your town.

IF' YOU WANT AN INCREASE
IN YOUR TURNOVER
FROM YOUR RETAIL STORE

contact us at
CAPE TOWN (021) 64-4094
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TRAVEL

By Bhikhoo Magan

Before embarking on an overseas trip, see that you obtain a Diners
Card or an American Express Card. The advantages are many and
will be of great help in other countries. The Express Card has a built
in factor like insurance for accidents, lost baggage and separate
insurance is not necessary. Normally one has to take out all these
risks and the sum does become large. The American Card costs
R25,00 and this covers the above. Never pay for the tickets in cash as
the payoff system is far superior as the interest rate is a mere 7% and
that in any persons language is cheap money. Today the bank
overdraft varies between 13% and 14%. To elaborate is futile as
everyone can see the meaning. Once that is done then see that your
baggage is as light as possible. Allow me to relate some of our
experiences overseas.

We went from Johannesburg to London with a 24 hour stop at
Madrid. Iberia Airlines will allow one to stay in Madrid for 24 hours
without extra cost and all hotel bookings are free. Therefore in one
day, one can spend a profitable day at the Prado museum where the
masterpieces of the world are on display. Superb paintings by Goya
etc., in profusion. Now on to London. | shall not dwell long on this
city as many of the readers have been there and everyone’s
experience is different. Many go to see relatives, others to see plays
and opera. Others again like to play the horses as England has racing
everyday and one goes to a betting shop to have a flutter. Then there
are the night clubs and Disco fans to let rip and enjoy themselves.
Thus London has everything for all tastes. Restaurants are abundant
and the Indian ones gives you all the variety in curries that will satisfy
every palate. From London the best way to see certain parts of
Europe is by Thomas Cooks Coach tours. They are really good and
highly efficient. No passport bickering and the luggage is
completely safe. Good hotels and excellent food. Only the booze
must be paid for. From seven days to 30 days can be arranged. It is
cheaper this way and very safe for elderly people.

On to India and the first city one lands in is Bombay with a thousand
smells. Alas, Bombay is not the same as ten years ago. All hotel prices
are becoming prohibitive and the rupee is worth only 22 paise. Yet
in spite of the congestion and all that, it has a fascination all its own.
There is a complete cosmopolitan spirit and shopping is a minefield
for prices. Once can be taken for a ride as smoothly as silk and not be
aware of this. Most of you have been there and one must not miss
the Elephanta caves on a nearby island about 40 minutes by boat
which has a guide. The carvings are dedicated to Shiva. Bombay has
a magnificent orchestra and sometimes conducted by Zubin Metha.

India provides cheap travel to see the country. Those in a hurry can
take the one month air ticket for 600 US Dollars and go where you
like. The best way, time permitting, is by car. Hire one in any city and
see that the car has an ALL INDIA licence, as one without this disc
will land in all sorts of problems as the traffic cops must be bribed
and this can become a costly affair as the grapevine is fast and at the
next border post you will have to go through this exercise again.
One example will suffice. My brother-in-law arranged for his son’s
wedding from Surat to Ahmedabad. We booked a Combi of 18 seats
from a reputable firm and thought that that problem was settled. We
all climbed in and went off in high spirits, singing wedding songs,
and the women were in rare form. On leaving the state road and
entering the National highway, we were stopped by traffic law and
were asked for the state or all India licence. The driver went into a
huddle with the cop and we were getting a bit tense as we were
under the impression that everything was in order. Not on your life.
Everything was wrong. The cop came to the mini bus and demanded
all our names. This is pure Ripley. Everyones’ surname was Chouhan
except mine.

This, the cop could not believe, and my passport allayed his
suspicion. To end this nonsense we had to fork out 50 rupees for
‘chah-paani’ as we did not have the time to go to the police station
and explain. This unhappy setup bugged us in Baroda and also
coming back. So beware.

We travelled for six months and saw the South of India which was
very pretty and the impressions will always be with us. Kanya Kumari
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is a delight of the first order and the temple to Vivekananda on the
rock is of supreme beauty. An all India fund was launched and over
80 lakhs of rupees were collected and the temple built. The hotels by
the Tamil Nadu and Kerala governments are big and very, very
cheap for a huge bedroom with bath and shower and English
loo. Food is very good in the dining room. The charge for this
beautiful room was a mere 25 rupees a day. It will take too much
space to relate all the experiences of Indiaand must wait for another
time.

From Bombay we went to Bangkok. A hot and sweltering city. We
were surprised and happy to note the huge factories put up by
Indian multinational companies. We decided to take the conducted
tour and saw cock fighting, elephants working and a Thai wedding
drama. All very good and quite cheap. The Americans and Japanese
are all over. We were the only Indians on this trip. Luckily for us we
met a Sindhi business man and he was most helpful in seeing that
our surplus luggage was shipped back home. We sampled a Thai
dinner with Thai dancing and very good fare it was too.

Off to Hong Kong. What a city. It is unique. The hustle and bustle is
unnerving. The airport runway goes right into the sea and one has
the impression that one is landing on water. An undersea tunnel
connects the island with the mainland. This is a superb engineering
feat. The tunnel is one way with two lanes each. The shopping
malls are vast and so tastefully arranged. Untold thousands of
Chinese people live in junks (boats) and some are high class eating
places with a show thrown in as well. There are special trips to see all
this by big junks. Anyone deciding to see Hong Kong, please see
that the hotel booking is confirmed, as you will have many problems
to get a bed. This place is full for 12 months of the year. No quiet
period. It is a businessmans paradise. No one is interested in you,
except for business and making money. The rest is all junk. Sindhis
are the main Indian exporters. The Chinese control vritually all
aspects in this free port.

On to Singapore. On arriving at the airport we were thrown out
within half an hour as we had South African passports. What a time
we had. They were not interested when | explained that we were

in transit. Nothing doing. Out. They flew us out to Sydney and back
again to Nomea Island in the New Hebrides. The flight from
Nomea to Singapore is about four hours. This mishap cost us over
fourteen hours. On arriving in Nomea the passports again came
into play and our luggage was taken out and even the linings of
our suitcases were ripped open. For what was this in aid of | asked.
The French officer merely said Sud Afrika. We were lambs. We
stayed one day only and took off. A very beautiful island with
magnificent beaches and gentle people. This was like balm to us
and let the unpleasantness at the airport evaporate. Next day we
left for Fiji. This is one of the jewels of the Pacific Ocean. A few
facts will come as a surprise. The population is a little over half a
million and the Indians comprise over 53%. The Indians are in
control of business and some of them are huge and bigger than
most big South African Indian businesses. The towns are small and
neat. Most of the Fijians live in villages and no one, | repeat, no
one can buy ground in any village. This is entrenched in their
constitution. Everyone is completely free to trade and live where
one likes. The Fijians are big in size and very gentle. Their national
sport is, believe it or not, rugby. They are even more fanatically
attached to this game than the Afrikaners. They receive all rugby
playing countries and have built a magnificent stadium for this
purpose. We met so many nice and hospitable people that another
visit would be in order. There are thousands of small islands and
the top hotels have tiny built-in jetties so that the boats and yachts
can be tied up and simply walk into the hotel. This really fascinated
us. The locals took it for granted, and poked fun at us. They have
cosy clubs to play snooker, table tennis and bridge, as well as a well
stocked bar. They are good drinkers and will put us-all under the
table in no time. Be wary when going to Fiji, as the drinking must
be tightly controlled. There is an island of Labasa (pronounced
Lambasa) and on this island we saw a Shiva Linga growing up and in
twelve to twenty years it grew from a few inches to over twenty
feet.

We were sceptical about all the tales and went to the
newspaper library to check. Talking to the reporters, all agreed
that it is true and said it may be a volcanic eruption at that spot.

57



:biwa/i
g)reefingd

FROM

SURWELL PHARMACY

Athlone Phone: 67-2013

Mr. & Mrs. MITHAL PARSOTAM
Mr. & Mrs. HIMAT PARSOTAM
and FAMILY

¥

T &

I

(eatellal et uedl 2i(Qid 2.
e 98 AL A 2L AL HovedL
ud M5 G W RY A
el AR WY $3, R
wapug NA 200l 4% Nl B,
UReEUS UREA @ielrl Vil AGFLOL

44 JANE AVE., RYLANDS ESTATE
PHONE: 67-4815

o

;biwa/i greetingd
%'om

R. MAGAN N.M. RANCHOD
and FAMILIES

PRIDE STYLE SHOE

Mnfg. Co. (Pty) Ltd.

Ask for the famous casuals by name
Barracuda Marauders Bok Boks Cheqmates
Available at all leading stores i

Warrington Road, Claremont Phone 61-1858




Why such a small area | asked. They merely pulled up their
shoulders. A temple is built round this Linga now. A pujari is in
constant attendance. Behind this temple high up on the side of
the hill is a smooth patch of rock and every Shravan month the
picture or painting of Lord Krishna comes out in blue with
another painting of a small boy. Then it goes away. | have no
explanations for this and we saw this ourselves. Ripley again.
Prawns and fish in abundance with all the Indian vegetables in
profusion. Patra grows everywhere and nobody buys this. They
go into the little fields and cut as many as they like. We had lots
of this free food. Fiji is a tourist haven and this tiny place has
TWO international airports. The whole island’s economy is
based on sugar and tourists only. The weather is warm
throughout the year. Suva is the largest town with 100000
people. The Fiji dollar is equal to our Rand and worth more
than all the dollars of other countries. Eg. 80 Fiji cents is equal to
1 N.Z. Dollar. 90 cents to 1 Australian dollar. Fiji is a must for
anyone going to the Far East. By paying 23 dollars extra on our
ticket one can go to Tonga and see this delightful island with
only 90000 people. They have a King and Queen and a
parliament. Only five Indian families. The Copra is the
economy. The people live well and are kind and docile.

Now we flew to the south to New Zealand and this icy country
really had us by the throat. Even during the month of
September, it was bitterly cold and windy. We stayed a month,
seeing everything of importance and must admit that this is a
beautiful country with everything so green and neat. The rivers
are so clean that it is safe to drink the water. It is sheepland and
yet the meat is more expensive than here. Strange is it not. No
servants and everyone must work like hell. All businesses are
closed on Saturdays and Sundays so that they can clean their
homes and do the washing. All the Indians have one meal a day
and as the shops close at 5.00 pm. they rush home to eat. We
were taken aback at their mode of living. Even if they paid us
we would never live in this place. On our way home we
stopped in Sydney to see their opera house. It is simply
fantastic. It is huge and utterly beautiful. The planners were so

thorough that they forgot to lay down parking areas for the
cars. It must end now. on the way back we rested in Mauritius
for three days and then on to Johannesburg. And home. There
were so many funny little incidents and to put this down in a
small article will require so many more pages and this will not
do as space is limited. The soles of our feet are itching again and
a plan must be made.

J

SHUBHAS RAMA
& FAMILY

¥14 Boundary Road, Cravenby Estate Phone: 93-9884 g
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DATARR TRADING STORE
RYLANDS SPICE CENTRE

32 €RNEST ROAD, RYLANDS €STATE
PHONE: 67-2554

STOCKISTS OF ALL PURE WHOLE & GROUND SPICES,
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FRESH VEGETABLES AND PAAN €VERY MONDAY.
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HOT SPICE

Quality Products

for the best in

SPICE PRODUCTS
GOLDEN CRACKLES
- INSTANT MASALA

insist on Hot Spice

axc)(amzl//@mu&

HOT SPICE PRODUCTS

(PTY) LTD.

Connoisseurs of Spices

Cnr. Claude. and Dawid Road, Athlone Industria 7764
Phone: 67-2542

R

With the best wishes fox

KHOOSALBHAI, BHAVANBHAI, RAMANBHALI,
AMRITLAL & JAIRAMBHAI VANMALI PATEL
AND FAMILIES
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10 Goldsmith Road, Salt River Phone 55-5915
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FARGO TRADING CO.

General Wholesale Produce
Merchants & Direct Importers

?/l/id/z a// a ﬂa,o/oy
QDiwa/i ancl /9 rosperous
Wew ?/ear

8 GOLDSMITH ROAD, SALT RIVER
PHONE 55-4095

&

63



MAHATMA GANDHI AND HIS VIEWS ON

Gemple Going

When | bow to a living person and he returns it, it'is a mutual
exchange of courtesy and there is no particular meritabout t. It may
be a sign of good breeding. Temple-going is for the purification
of the soul. The man who worships draws the best out of himself.

In greeting a living being, he may draw the best out of the person
greeted, if the greeting is selfless. A living being is, more or less,
fallible like oneself. But in the temple, one worships the Living
God, perfect beyond imagination.

Letters written to living persons often end in heart-breaking, even
when they are answered, and there is no guarantee of their being
always answered. Letters to God who, according to the devotee’s
imagination, resides in temples, require neither pen nor ink nor
paper, not even any kind of speech. Mere mute worship
constitutes the letter which brings its own unfailing answer.

The whole function is a beautiful exercise of faith. Here there is no
waste of effort, no heart-breaking, no danger of being misunder-
stood. One must try to understand the simple philosophy lying
behind the worship in temples or mosques or churches.

He will understand my meaning better, if He will realise that |
make no distinction between these different abodes of God. They
are what faith has made them. They are an answer to man’s craving
somehow to reach the Unseen.

For the faithful Hindu, His Incarnation is without blemish. Krishna
of the Hindu devotee is a perfect Being. He is unconcerned with
the harsh judgment of the critics.

Millions of devotees of Krishna and Rama have had their lives
transformed through their contemplation of God by these names.

How this phenomenon happens, | do not know. It is a mystery. |
have not attempted to prove it.

Though my reason and heart long ago realised the highest
attribute and name of God as Truth, | recognise Truth by the name
of Rama. In the darkest hour of my trial, that one name has saved
me and is still saving me.

It may be the association of childhood, it may be the fascination
that Tulsidas has wrought on me. But the potent fact is there, and
as | write these lines, my memory revives the scenes of my
childhood when | used to visit daily the Ramji Mandir adjacent to
my ancestral home. My Rama then resided there. He saved me
from my fears and sins. | know nothing against Him.

Misdeeds might have gone on in the temple. Again | know
nothing of them. Therefore, they would not affect me.

What was and is true of me is true of millions of Hindus.
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ORANGE
LEMON
COCO PINE

RASBERRY
IRON BREW
GINGER BEER

Real Cool Refresher

J




	Diwali Magazine
	Diwali Magazine0001
	Diwali Magazine0002
	Diwali Magazine0003
	Diwali Magazine0004
	Diwali Magazine0005
	Diwali Magazine0006

