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At last! A range of
flavour concentrates
that concentrates
on pure quality
and terrific taste.

Choose from ten of your
favourite flavours and treat
yourself to the extra
enjoyment of Supamix . . .
diluted in refreshing cool
drinks, tangy ice lollies and
jellies . . . or straight from the
bottle to crown a bowl of ice
cream.
Supamix . . . king of the T
concentrates. Far above the “RICIALL Y oy 9
rest. Except in price. 0 y &
« Raspberry e« Cocopina RANGE synup
e Cola e Lemon
o Pineapple e Cream Soda
e Ginger Beer e Iron Brew
e Orange e Lemonade

TRADE ENQUIRIES: LANSDOWNE BOTTLING CO. (CAPE) (PTY)LTD
NEW LANSDOWNE ROAD, PHILIPPI ¢

Insist on Supamix.

Nothing else will do.
Not all stores have Supermix
yet. If your's doesn’t, just
ask them to get some.
Tell them you only want

the best!

SUPAMIX . ..
The Name that Belongs
on the Tip of your Tongue




the cape hindu cultural society

extend their heartiest Greetings to All for a
happy Oeepavalli and A PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR
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DAHIBHEN KANA HIRA
NANOOBHAI KANA HIRA & FAMILY
ROWUJEE KANA HIRA & FAMILY
20 FARM ROAD, RYLANDS ESTATE 7764. TEL.: 637-1539
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EDITORIAL

Once again the Cape Hindu Cultural Society takes pleasure in
publishing its Annual Diwali Magazine. We are convinced that our
Hindu cultural and religious heritage is a source of pride and
inspiration. The depth of its philosophy has a universal application.
It is essential that we maintain our culture and religion.

It is also our belief that the Gujrati language should not be
allowed to fade away. Various other forms of Gujrati literature are
published periodically, motivated by the idea of keeping our
language alive and this is our small contribution to this end.
We hope that the articles published herein will be a source of
inspiration to our readers.

As in previous years, this year too we have been left with limited
time for the preparation of the brochure because of the slow
response of advertising sponsors and authors. However, the
dedication and untiring efforts of some of our members has
enabled us to accomplish this fask in time.

We regret that, even though we have numerous authors in our
community who could assist by submitting articles worthy of
publication, the response has been disappointing.

There is a degree of apathy in our community which needs to be
eradicated if we are to make any progress towards the cultural
and spiritual upliftment which we seek. The younger generation
should take the initiative and pave the way by more involvement
in community affairs.

We are grateful to all our sponsors who have made this brochure
possible. Also to all the authors who have submitted articles for
publication.

A special thanks must go to the individuals and bodies whose
untiring efforts have enabled us to complete this brochure in time.
We would like to extend our cordial
Diwali Greetings to You and Pray that the
New Year will bring Peace and Joy to All.

P.S. The Editorial Board would like fo comment that the sentiments

and thoughts expressed in this Magazine do not necessarily
reflect those of the Editorial Board.
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MR & MRS RAJNIKANT NAVINCHANDRA DESAI
& FAMILY
74 ST. JOHNS ROAD LANSDOWNE

. proprietors of

PLAZA
WHOLESALERS

WHOLESALE MERCHANTS & DIRECT IMPORTERS RA] M

EASTERN & ORIENTAL GARMENT SPECIALISTS

STOCKIST OF
EASTERN & ORIENTAL GARMENTS. INDIAN SILK &
COTTON SCARVES. SARONGS & PAREOS. INCENSE

THE BIGGEST RANGE OF INDIAN SILK & COTTON
SCARVES IN SOUTH AFRICA. PUNJABI SUITS OUR

I .
STICKS & HOLDERS. BRASSWARE. ALY
BRANCHES

SHOP 70 P.O. BOX 198 SHOPS 29, 32 & 51 SHOP G6
ORIENTAL PLAZA SALT RIVER ORIENTAL PLAZA WITHINSHAW CENTRE
SIR LOWRY ROAD 7925 SIR LOWRY ROAD OPP PICK ’N PAY
CAPE TOWN CAPE TOWN MAIN ROAD
TEL.: 45-2372 (Bus.) TEL.: 46-2211 WYNBERG

77-4461 (Res.) : TEL.: 77-8485
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GOPALDAS N. RANCHOD (BILLIMORIA) NARAN BHAWAN, PRAFUL DHAWAN, ARVIND BHAWAN,

& FAMILY NATVER DHAWAN & FAMILIES
101 MIDDEL ROAD, RYLANDS ESTATE 24 PARIKER STREET, WORCESTER
k TELEPHONE: 637-9601
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YOU PAY LESS AT

BICLICKS

FOR EVERYTHING OF THE BESI.
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Chairman’s
Message ...

Ganeshchandra P. Lalla

Respected elders, beloved brothers, sisters and children,

It gives me great pleasure to extend to you my very best
wishes on this auspicious occasion of Diwali and for the new
year commencing tomorrow, that you may be blessed with
good health, peace and prosperity.

The annual publication of this magazine has become
increasingly difficult because of escalating costs and we
are indeed fortunate in having a dedicated band of enthusias-
tic volunteers, who are prepared to toil night and day in the
face of considerable adversity to persevere in this venture.

Our temple foundation-laying ceremony was performed in
August 1986 amidst a high degree of goodwill and enthu-
siasm. | humbly appeal to everyone of you to give us your
complete co-operation and support in this endeavour., We
have been entrusted to fulfill this fundamental requirement of
our community and our task would be considerably less
onerous if everyone, spontaneously and generously, contri-
buted towards this worthy course. Communities of all creeds
take pride in their places of worship and surely we are no
exception!

Diwali, the Festival of Lights is our symbol for optimism and
hope in a time of conflict, and uncertainty in our land. We
pray that the forces of goodwill will overcome the forces of
evil, exploitation and avarice that now prevail. goafé»’w,
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Beot wishes por a Happy Diwali
and o Puwsperous Mew Yearn

from
K.P. Patel & Family, Thakor Patel & Family
& Prakash Patel

B
ESQUIRE PRESS 7

VANGUARD DRIVE, . ATHLONE INDUSTRIA NO.1 ATHLONI
TEL. 637-1260/1
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Beat wishes for
a Happy Diwali
and a
Pruwsperous Wew Year

DAYA CHHAGANLAL PATEL
& FAMILY

ROSH(I’AtyNtd PRESS
Holland Afrika Printers

LITHOGRAPHERS ® BOXMAKERS ®¢ COMMERCIAL PRINTERS

o N COR. NOLL AVENUE & DAWID STREET, ATHLONE INDUSTRIA, CAPE

=i P.O. BOX 46, CRAWFORD 7770, CAPE
?\ \ PHONE: 637-2014 & 637-3222
\Z \
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PRE-SCHOOL

The seeds to start a pre-school as part of our Cultural Centre
were sown by our foundation members many years ago. At
the beginning of 1985 we witnessed the establishment of the
Wonderland Pre-School and just over a year later it has
emerged as one of the best in Cape Town. We boast an
excellent curriculum, a dedicated staff complement, superb
facilities for the children and a very good parent-teacher
relationship.

N

The Wonderland Parent-Teachers Association has been a
tremendous boon to the pre-school. They have undertaken
innumberable projects for fund-raising purposes and other
supportive objectives, and we are indeed fortunate to have
parents who devote time and effort aimed at the well-being
and progress of the pre-school.

We can justifiably be proud of our pre-school’s achievement’s
during it's brief existence and we can confidently look
forward to it going from strength to strength in the future.
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A HAPPY DILWALI
AND
PROSPEROUS
NEW YEAR
RAMESH K. MORAR & FAMILY
20 GARDENIA STREET, FLORIAN PARK
1 WORCESTER 6850 y, 13
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\ Jet Wings

TRAVEL & TOURS

Wishes Everyone

p. Travel Agents Board

N Raad vir Reisagente

REMEMBER . . .
“OUR WINGS SPAN THE WORLD”

BOOK AN EXCITING TOUR TO
INDIA AND FAR EAST

CONTACT
BASHIR SAYED OR ABU MOHAMED

AMELIA HOUSE
21 BELGRAVIA ROAD

TELEPHONE:
637-8188/9

ATHLONE 7764

.

A/H: 633-8807
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THE CAPE YUVAK MANDAL

Once again, we are preparing to light the radiant lamp of
Diwali

The Cape Yuvak Mandal was recently formed as a result of
the merger between the Cape Hindu Youth Society and the
Cape Yuvak Sungh. This formation was due to the realisation
by the youth of the importance of having a united youth body
in Cape Town.

Membership is steadily increasing and we would like to see
more youth participating.

At present we have six sub-committees, namely the cultural,
publication, sports, fund-raising, social and catering sub-
committees, which endeavour to fulfill the needs of our
members and the community in which we live.

We are grateful to the Cape Hindu Cultural Society for
allowing us to utilise the Cultural Centre for our recreational
activities and Guijerati refresher classes. Sporting activities
are also held at the Samaj Centre. Recently, we were
honoured to participate in the foundation-laying ceremony of
the new Mandir. The officials and members extend their

heartiest greetings to all for a Happy Diwali and a Prosperous
New Year.

Joint Chairman: Thakor Billimoria, Jitesh Ranchod
Joint Secretaries: Anita Ramjee, Parvati Kalan
Joint Treasurers: Bipin Prag, Anoop Dayar

15
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WISHING ALL OUR FRIENDS AND CLIENTS A HAPPY DEEPAVALI

AND HOPING ALL YOUR DREAMS AND WISHES MATERIALIZE
DURING THE NEW YEAR.

JUXURAMA

THEATRE

' PARK RD, WYNBERG 7800

TEL.:47-7200

i] TEL: 77-61 51 /2 0l“ 77-2573 ' ‘ 269VICTORIAROAD, SALTRIVER

“FRIENDSHIP IS NOT BONDED BY COUNTRY, BY RACE OR BY ACQUAINTANCES. TO BE ONE IN
UNDERSTANDING IS QUITE ENOUGH FOR FRIENDSHIP. TRUE FRIENDSHIP LIVES NOT IN
OUTWARD SMILES OF GREETINGS BUT IN THE SMILE WHICH WILL BE FROM A LOVING
L HEART.”
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GENERAL COMMITTEE OF THE SOCIETY

Front Row (Left to Right): Neeru G. Ranchod, Munjoola R. Dayaram, Khandoo R. Dayaram (Secretary), Shantilal Ramjee, Hargovan B. Govan (Vice-
Chairman), Ganesh P. Lalla (Chairman), Jairam V. Patel (Vice-Chairman), Gopal N. Billimoria (Secretary), Bhagatsingh B. Govan (Treasurer), Pushpa G.
Billimoria, Nagin G. Bhikha (Treasurer).

Second Row (Left to Right): Thakor G. Bhikha, Harish M. Rama, Gulab E. Jeaven, Nagin V. Patel, Mohan B. Kalan, Baloo Bhoola, Arvind N. Bhawan,
Kanti V. Patel, Kanoo D. Sukha, Ramchandra L. Kovid.

Back Row: (Left to Right): Subash N. Rama, Thakor A. Billimoria, Bharat T. Bhikha, Prakash G. Khusal, Nanoo K. Hira, Raman L. Ranchod.
Absentees: Thakor R. Dayaram, Lalla Govan, Arvind D. Sukha, Ramesh C. Bhikha, Narendra Gajjar, Ranchod Parsotam, Hansa P. Parsotam, Arvind
B. Bhoodia.



CAPE HINDU
CULTURAL SOCIETY

BRIEF HISTORIC BACKGROUND
AND ACTIVITIES

The United Hindu Association, which was regarded as the
representative body of the Hindu community of Cape Town for
60 - 70 years, ceased to exist due to unfortunate circumstances,
and in 1973 the Cape Hindu Cultural Society was established to
resume the cultural, religious and educational activities of the
community.

After the formation of the Society the late Hon. Chairman Shree
Shibabhai Jerambhai, donated land for the erection of a school,
temple abd hall to meet the needs of the entire community. With
dedication and concerted effort, the first phase of the construc-
tion comprising the school and schoolhall has been complet-
ed and the decision to commence with the second phase, the
temple, was adopted last year.

The Ghandi Memorial School, relocated in the new building

last year, is running well. Our children are much happier.

Wonderland Preschool was established last year and is going

from strength to strength. Since the decision to build a temple

and commencement of fund raising activities for this purpose

the foundation-laying ceremony was performed in August

1986

The following activities are conducted:

1. The Administration and maintenance of the Gujarati School.

2. Sunday morning religious activity for the children.

3. Annual celebration and prize giving for the children.

4. Celebration of religious festivals.

5. Arrangement of meetings for visiting religious dignataries.

6. Annual publication of a Diwali magazine.

7. The Society’s school hall is utilised by the Cape Hindu Bhajan
continued on pg 72

a Happy Deepavali aud o
Prosperous Uew Year

MRS. LEELA VASAN BAWJEE

¢/0 Ansus Shoe Centre, (Res.) 2 Hedge Lane,
i Logday House, Allenby Drive
Retreat Rd., Retreat 7945 Retreat
Tel.: 72-1693 Tel.: 75-6133
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CNR. ERNEST & KLIPFONTEIN ROADS, RYLANDS & 638-1329

STOCKISTS OF INDIAN AND ENGLISH MOVIES
*x Xk, =
BIGGEST SELECTION OF NEW MOVIES GUARANTEED
EVERY MONTH

OUR OTHER STORES:

Dalvies Home Video Dalvies Home Video
Shop No. 5, Hamilton & Lansdowne Rds., 50 Thornton Rd., Athlone
| (Next to Ceramic Tiles) Claremont PH : 61-2231 PH : 633-2311 J
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Wishing all @un Hindow Clients

ATLAS TRADING CO.
(PTY) LTD.

Wholesale Merchants and Direct Importers
Cigarette and Tabacco Distributors

Stockists of:

ALL INDIAN SPICES AND GROCERIES
FRESH VEGETABLES
PAAN, INCENSE STICKS, ETC. ETC.

Holy Quaraans and All Muslim Religious Books
with English Translation and Arabic Text

94 WALE STREET PHONE:

CAPE TOWN 8001

23-4361
_J

elpin
o“ isour

Our Consumer Advisers
are your number
one helpers.

: Plick.13ay

 Discount Supermarkets

We don’t just talk about it. We do it.

numberone
priority.
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Beot wishes por o Happy Diwali i 4
aud o Prosperous Hew Year WlShlng all
‘ our Hindu
Clients a
happy Diwali
and a
prosperous
New Year.
Standard
LUXMAN RANCHOD PATEL Bank
RAMAN LUXMAN RANCHOD
& FAMILIES The Standard Bank of South Africa Limited
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DIRECTORS AND STAFF
OF

WORCESTER FRUITERERS
(PTY) LTD.

130 DURBAN STREET, WORCESTER 6850

-
Best wishes for a Happy Diwali
and o Prosperous few Yean

/5

from

BALOO MAKAN PATEL & FAMILY
 BHARAT R. PATEL

GOLDEN PEACOCK
TAKE-AWAYS

RETREAT ROAD, RETREAT 7945
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HINDUISM
CHANGE AND CHALLENGE

Magan A. Lalloo

Because of caste and certain elements which still cling to
Hinduism like moss, Westerners are likely to underestimate
its challenge to the other faiths of the world. Some optimistic
Christians - those living outside india - believe that with
modern education Hinduism will crumble of its own back-
wardness. They say that orthodox Hinduism is losing ground
and that much of the social change within India has been
intiated by secular leaders.

Yet many Christian leaders living within India are not so sure
about Hinduism’s demise. They think itis merely changing its
form, as it has so many times in the past. Far from believing
that Christianity will convert Hinduism in the forseeable
future, they are afraid that in India Christianity may be
swallowed in the all-embracing arms of the “Mother of all
religions” to become just another sect within the family of
sects.

Hindus themselves think their religion is not only the most
ancient in the world but also the most modern and the best
suited to resolve the problems of the world’s many conflicting
faiths.

Hinduism has shown a great capacity for absorbing new
ideas and adapting to new conditions. An example is its
response to the Modern, popular demand for social reform.,
Because of its highly individualistic character, Hinduism
never paid much attention in the past to social problems. But
now, through such progressive organizations as the Rama-
krishna Mission it is becoming increasingly involved in
philanthrophy, public health and education. The new Indian
constitution has abolished “untouchability” by law and made

any discrimination by reason of caste, colour or creed a
criminal offence. Though caste is still a problem, particularly
in the villiages, the direction of reform has been firmly set.
Hinduism, far from being weakened, is stronger among the
ordinary people than it has been for several centuries.

It s the Hindu genius for synthesis which has kept the
seemingly rigid Hindu culture alive and growing for more
than 4,000 years while other civilizations under pressure
disintergrated, When Buddha in the Sixth Century, B.C.
challenged the over-ritualized, priestly religion, the Brahmins
simply added Buddha to their pantheon after his death and
accepted Buddhist concepts - such as non-violence and non-
ritualistic meditation, Thereafter Buddhism virtually disap-
poared in India

Though fanatical Moslems swept into India in the 11th
Century, destroying the most beautiful temples and sculpture
the Hindus wore still willing to accept them as another sect.
After partition the millions of Moslems who remained in India,
thelr prophet Mohammed s on the long list of holy men
honoured by the Hindus,

Christianity has now been in India for at least 1,600 years.
During the last three centuries conditions were most
favourable for Evangilism, for India was occupied by forces of
Portugul, France and England, and special privileges were
given to missionaries. Yet to-day Christians constitute only
2% of the population of India;, and much lower percentage
than the Moslems, Why?

Hindulsm simply absorbed most of the Christian message, as
it had previously absorbed Buddhist ideas, and along with the
Mahabharata and the Ramayana the gurus began to teach the
Sermon on the Mount. Many Hindus now list Christ as
Vishnu's 10th incarnation, and some claim Jesus actually
lived in India from his 19th to 30th years.

The Hindus next used modern science, which the Christians
had brought to India, as an.argument against Christianity

27
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itself. the relative, open-minded approach of Modern Science, ( \
they said, is much more in harmony with Hinduism, which WISHING ALL FRIENDS AND CUSTOMERS A
teaches that all ways to God are valid, than with Christianity. HAPPY DIWALI AND SAAL MUBARAK

God realized Sri Ramakrishna, even conducted experiments
to learn the truth about different religions. At first he was a
devotee of Kali, but then he became successively a follower of
other Hindu sects as well of Islam and Christianity, dedicat-
ing himself wholeheartedly, to the discipline of each faith in
turn. He found, he said, that he was able to “realize God” in

every one of the faiths; therefore he considered all equally \ -

valid. =

Though the Hindus have traditionally appeared proselytizing, M.R. TRAD'NG CO (PTY) LTD.
they soon learned that they could not remain passive. Recent REG, NO.: 65/09084/07

reports say that whole communities which had previously WHOLESALE MERCHANTS @ DIRECT IMPORTERS

been Christian have now been reverted back to Hinduism. FANCY GOODS NOVELTIES AND CONFECTIONERY

The Hindus feel that they have a message to win the minds MERCHANTS
and hearts of modern man and they are no longer bashful in
telling the world about it. HAVE YOU TRIED OUR OWN BRANDS?

‘RAMA ROSES’ ‘JASMINE ROSES’
N WHAT A FRAGRANCE!

( £25 oUGILNT , (il 210l 22uaidleis
el

DON'T FORGET OLD FAVOURITES
‘SUGUNDHI SHINGAR’ ‘PAKEEZA’ INCENSE

SILVER (CHADI) SETS
FROM MAHABLESHVAR AND FARIADABAD

SHIPMENT JUST UNPACKED
HEAVY PLATED IMITATION GOLD BANGLES
FROM BHULESVAR,YOGESHVARI AND BOMBAY
LOOKS LIKE REAL GOLD BANGLES

ougiaieuds Ml cueu A AUggeol 20 PINE ROAD, RYLANDS ESTATE 7764
81 FLAT ROAD, RYLANDS ESTATE P.O. BOX 294 GATESVILLE TELEPHONE: 637-3672
o8 \L TEL.: 638-6609 g CABLE: “EMAAR” TELEX: 5721611 S.A. =




RANGOLI

Magan A. Lalloo

Ranga-Rekhavali or Rangoli as it is popularly known all over
India, is a folk art and is, perhaps most characteristic of the
genius and the way of life of our people. And yet it is an art
which has escaped the notice of the students of Indian
Culture, a fact which is deplorable in view of the place it had
in the conception of the Indian home.

Etymologically, Ranga-Rekhavali Fneans colour-laid designs
produced by employing a variety of lines. From time
immemorial, these designs have been laid by women in India
in front of the main entrances of their homes, on the street
grounds day after day. For in India, the home is the habitation
of the deity, a temple as it were. The cleaning of the entrance,
the Puja before it, the laying of Rekhavali, with or without
colours, the worship of the Tulsi plant, have always been the
highest preoccupation and one of the most sacred duties of
all housewives. They think by so doing they ward off the evil
forces from entering their houses and harming their families
and thus exposing them to the displeasure of the divine
beings. It is said that Ravana could not enter the hut of Sita
because of the protective influence of Rekhavali. There is
another popular belief suggesting that Rekhavali bears its
origin to the design the Gopis laid out on the floors in the
pangs of their separation from Krishna. The legends only
heighten our belief in Rangoli as a constant decorative
element in our ordinary life.

Here then is a field of study, the element of which went to
make this folk art so popular with the Indian people. The
instinct which at first seems to express itself in this art as
religious sentiment, is really the aesthetic impluse and the
disarming simplicity of the conception of human struggle at
the deeper levels.
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WITH COMPLIMENTS
ON THE OCCASION OF DIWALI
TO ALL CLIENTS AND FRIENDS

SATAAR PARKER from PRAKASH KHUSAL

GOOD HOPE PROPERTY TRUST

TELEPHONE: 32-2212/32-1183 26, MARKHAMS BUILDING, TOWN CENTRE
AFTER HOURS: 638-6435/633-8532 MITCHELL’S PLAIN 7785
PROPERTY CONSULTANTS e BUSINESS BROKERS ® RENT COLLECTORS
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AND
PROSPEROUS
NEW VYEAR

JAYANTI GOVAN PATEL & FAMILY
HANSA LALLOO & FAMILY

K 29 Mavis Road, Rylands Estate 7764 J
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Beat wishes for o Happy Diwali and o Prosperous Hew Year

FROM

S.J.P. INVESTMENTS

P.O. BOX 3, GATESVILLE 7764
PHONE: 67-9027/8

PLOTS NOW FOR SALE IN RYLANDS EXTENSION 4
MRS. PANIBHEN SHIBA PATEL AND FAMILY

ok k.

GALAXY DISCO RESTAURANT

FOR THOSE WHO ARE YOUNG AT HEART, LIFE FOR LIVING —
ENJOY YOURSELF, IT'S LATER THAN YOU THINK.

now oren - PHASE ONE”

THE LATEST ADDITION TO THE MOST ORIGINAL DISCOTHEQUE IN TOWN
TEL.: 637-9132

KANTILAL AND MOHAN S. PATEL J
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from

KISMET CINEMA

PHONE : 65-1633/637-4007

d

CINE 400

PHONE: 637-5391/637-9027

WE INVITE YOU TO COME AND RELAX IN THE COMFORT AND LUXURY OF THE CINE 400
AND LISTEN TO OUR DOLBY STEREO SOUND SYSTEM —
ITS A NEW EXPERIENCE IN ENTERTAINMENT

FULLY AIR CONDITIONED * TOP CLASS ENTERTAINMENT
NOT ONLY A CINEMA - BUT A WAY OF LIFE
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A HAPPY DIWALI
AND
PROSPEROUS
NEW Y€EAR

ISHWAR P. GOPAL & FAMILY

33 ARBA STREET, RYLANDS ESTATE 7764. TEL.: 638-1330 J

-
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3 o {
RAINBOW SHOE REPAIRS &

REMBRANDT SHOE REPAIRS
35 EPPING AVENUE, ELSIES RIVER

HEMENDRAKUMAR, MANOJKUMAR, DEEPAK &
SADHNA DALPATBHAI PRAG

36 RAJAH ROAD, CRAVENBY PHONE: 932-6115
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\—
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The Management and Staff
extend Diwali Greetings
to their

Friends and Clients

K.B. FAKIR & CO.

DIRECTORS: KISHOR JEENA & CHIMANLAL JIVAN

122 DURBAN STREET, WORCESTER 6850




IS HINDU UNITY
IN SOUTH AFRICA
A MYTH?

K.C. Naik
University of the Witwatersrand

(Y

INTRODUCTION

It is not easy for anyone to pose the question: “Is Hindu Unity
in South Africa a Myth?” without illiciting some serious
debate. However, it is important for any community to do
regular soul searching by asking these types of pertinent, and
honest questions. And it is equally important to answer these
questions truthfully - otherwise the community is bound to
slowly, but surely, slip into oblivion!

Well, the honest answer to this question is an emphatic YES!
Yes, Hindu unity in South Africa is a myth! Considering the
situation of the past, as well as the present prevailing
circumstances, one cannot help but answer this question in
the affirmative.

REASONS WHY HINDU UNITY IN SOUTH AFRICA IS A
MYTH

There are numerous Hindu cultural, social and religious
organisations in the various towns and cities in South Africa
rendering excellent communal services. In their own way they
have kept the flags of culture and religion flying. Fighting
against the various odds - namely, persuasive western
influences and persistent religious conversions - the
Hindus have been vanguards of their religion and culture.
However, it is sad to note that there is no solid parent
organisation representing the various bodies so that the

“Hindu Voice" can be relayed in a united way. One is not
suggesting that the Hindus should be practising fanaticism,
but it is necessary to speak with one voice, especially in
South Africa. Recently attempts have been made to unite
various Hindu bodies in the various provinces, but nothing
substantial has been achieved to date.

Also recently, major neo-religious Hindu organisations in
South Africa have founded an alliance to revitalise interest
in cultural affairs within the Hindu community in this
country, This s certainly commendable. However, when
certain lssues arise regarding the Hindus in this country,
there 18 no aingle volce to respond to these issues. With other
religious groups this la, however, not the case.

The various Hindu groups in this country - viz., the Tamils,
the Telegus, the Hindustanis and the Gujaratis - have
operated as Indepondent groups for years despite the fact
that they have Hindu religion as the common denominator.
To date, no serious attempts have been made to unite these
groups Iinto a meaningful and powerful Hindu group. Indeed,
if we were united, we would be powerfull But unity for the
moment seems far away unless serious attemps are made to
achieve this,

Apart from these "artificial" divisions, many splinter ‘religious’
groups have beaen formed within each group. This is
especially prevalent amongst the Gujarati-speaking Hindus.
Not that this is bad provided that the group follow their own
teachings for the betterment of their groups in particular and
the Hindu Community in general. What is disturbing,
however, Is that there is inter-group rivalry. Each group
claims to be superior to the others. Under these circumstan-
ces how can there be Hindu unity!

In the light of the foregoing discussion, isn’t it now the time
that we considered Hindu unity seriously - otherwise Hindu
unity in South Africa will remain a myth!
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Best wishes for
a Happy Diwali

HAGATSINGH B. GOVAN & FAMILY

2 TUSSEN ROAD, RYLANDS ESTATE 7764

PHONE: 637-5037
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A HAPPY DILJALI
AND
PROSPEROUS
NEW YERR

DR. & MRS. THAKOR R. DAYARAM
& FAMILY
% 80 SHAANTI CRESCENT, GATESVILLE 7764

A
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the cape hindu cultural society

FUNDS  APPEAL “FOR. TEMPLE “BUILDING
Cape Town
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iA=L B L L erail ualsuail rteteiL Seil. étlgrmSas THE CAPE HINDU CULTURAL SOCIETY
Reg Bl 2et 0L vile Youul 1693 A ¥2UR SUu (€ (TEMPLE FUND)

SeAA NS A 28UUAL S_AUHL UL 2R LSLDLY P.O. BOX 36, GATESVILLLE 7764
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Happy Diwali
and a
Prosperous New Year

DATAAR TRADING STORE
RYLANDS SPICE CENTRE

STOCKIST OF ALL PURE WHOLE & GROUND SPICES,
INDIAN GROCERIES & HOUSEHOLD GOODS.
FRESH VEGETABLES AND PAAN EVERY MONDAY.

31 ERNEST ROAD, RYLANDS ESTATE
a PHONE: 637-2554 J




FATE, EFFORT
AND TIME

Unknown Source

Some 2042 years ago there reigned in Bharat, a king named
Vikram. He was a great king who had sincere feelings for his
subjects. There was nothing he would not do to see his
subjects happy. During his long reign the country prospered
as never before, and everybody was happy. The Hindu
calendar that we use, Vikram Samvat, was started during his
reign.

One day there was a debate of the wise in his court. Learned
men from far and wide came to listen and debate. The subject
was “Fate or Effort, which is the greater”.

The debate went on for hours. Some said fate was stronger,
others said without effort nothing could be achieved. A young
astrologer then entered the debate. He said that until the
proper time had arrived no matter what, nothing would
succeed. When the right time had arrived there was nothing
that can stop a process from fulfillment. Time was the most
important factor.

King Vikram felt here was a new line of thought. He had the
debate adjourned for a future date, so that research could be
made in support of the contention.

After the meeting King Vikram invited the young astrologer
and had a discussion on the idea of “time”. Effort and Fate,
both are necessary. But only when the time is right will they
bear fruit.

King Vikram was not fully convinced. The astrolger said that,
on the edge of the town lived a poor woodcutter. It is his
custom to go into the forest in the morning, gather wood,

bring the wood to the market, sell it and purchase the
necessary goods, which his wife will cook and they will have
their meal in the late afternoon. Can King Vikram arrange
things so that the family can have their meal before noon?
This seemed quite a simple matter for King Vikram, and
accordingly undertook to do so.

The next morning King Vikram sent one of his servants down
to the woodcutters hut to bring him to the palace. The
woodcutter was just about to leave for the forest, when he
was met by the servant. He was scared, but there was nothing
to do but to go to the palace.

The woodcutter very humbly greeted the king. King Vikram
told him that he was pleased with the hard working life he led,
and would like to reward him. He offered him his valuable
ring, and said that the money realised from the sale of the ring
would allow him to live comfortably for many years. The
woodcutter was very happy and thanked the king sincerely.

As he was going to his hut he passed a river and decided to
take a bath before going home. He saw to it that the ring was
on his finger and placed the axe and clothes on the bank.
After his bath, he put on his clothes and was about to leave,
but found that the ring was missing. It had slipped out from
his finger into the river. Sadly he went home, and told his wife
what had happened. The wife thought he must have been
day-dreaming. She urged him to go to the forest and to get
some wood, or they would not be able to feed the small
children.

As the woodcutter was about to go to the forest King Vikram’s
servant came to enquire how he had disposed of the ring. The
woodcutter told him what had happened. He was then taken
to King Vikram. When King Vikram learned what had
happened to the ring, he was surprised. He now took off his
diamond studded necklace, which looked like a snake with
shiny eyes, and gave it to the woodcutter. He told him that
with the money he will receive for this he would be able to live
comfortably for the rest of -his life.
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The woodcutter was overjoyed, and thanked King Vikram for
his generosity. He went straight to the jewellery market and
offered to sell the necklace. One after another the jewellers
refused to buy it. They thought it must be stolen. No one
believed the woodcutter that it was a gift from the king. As the
woodcutter was returning to his hut, with the necklace
dangling in his hand, a hawk, thinking it was something to
eat, snatched it and flew away. The woodcutter was
dumbfounded. He came home and started explaining to his
wife. His wife did not believe him. She thought that he was
suffering from day-dreams. She urged him, that he should go
to the forest and fetch some wood, or surely the children will
starve today. The wood cutter thought that, it was the best
thing to do. No sooner had he started off when he was met by
the servant of the king who wanted to know how he had fared
with the sale of the necklace. The woodcutter explained. He
was once again brought before the king. When the king heard
the story he was very puzzled. He thought the easiest way to
help him would be to give him cash. King Vikram gave him a
bag of gold coins, and told him to buy food for his family,

The wood cutter, very pleased, thanked the king and went
straight to his hut so that he could give his wife the money to
buy food for the children.

When the woodcutter got to the hut he found that his wife was
not there. He enquired from the woman next door and learned
that she had gone to the market to look for odd jobs. He went
to his hut , hurriedly dug a small hole in the ground and hid
the bag of gold coins it it, covering the hole up again. He now
went in search for his wife and children. He found them in the
market and brought them home.

Meanwhile, the neighbour had seen the unusual behaviour of
the woodcutter from the morning. She thought she would
have a look in the hut. She noticed that there seemed a frosh
hole dug and covered. She uncovered it and found the bag of
coins in it. She took them and went away.

The woodcutter wanted to show his wife the bag of money,
but the bag was missing. Someone had stolen it. The wife was
furious, and thought that he had gone mad. She said: Please,
it Is past midday and you have not even started for the forest.
We shall surely starve today.

The woodcutter realised this. It was too late to go to the forest
to gather wood. He should go to the market and see if he can
do a few odd Jobs and earn a bit of money for food.

As he was walking along an owner of a farm asked him if he
could bring down a few coconuts for him. This the
woodcutter was glad to do. He climbed up the coconut tree
and cut the frult loose, He was just about to climb down when
he saw something shining behind one of the leaves. On
Investigation he found It was the necklace that King Vikram
had glven him. He placed this in his pocket. The farmer paid
him and he wont on further.

He came to the river, In which he had bathed in the morning.
Thoere was a fisherman who had thrown a net, but could not
bring It In without some help. He asked the woodcutter if he
would help, the woodcutter was happy to help, and they
brought In the net. It was a nice catch. The fisherman gave a
flah to the woodcutter for his help. The woodcutter now set
off for home,

When he got to his hut, his wife and children were not there.
He enqulred from the neighbour, and found that they had
gone to the market to see if they could earn some money to
buy food for the hungry children. The woodcutter went to the
market to look for them. He found them and bought meal with
the money the farmer had given. Now they could have a good
meal with the fish cooked.

Meahwhile, the neighbour was having second thoughts. the
behaviour of the woodcutter was unusual and the coming of
the kings servant, several times had upset her. She went to

the hut, dug up the hole and placed the bag of money initand

roughly covered it.
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A Happy Diwali and a Prosperous New Year
e
== K

MESSINA WHOLESALERS

GREAT NORTH ROAD TO ZIMBABWE
TEL.: 2401

RONNIE’S PAY 'N SAVE SUPERMARKET
RONNIE’S PAY 'N BUILD HARDWARE

17 KLAFF AVENUE. TEL.: 3311

VILLAS TRADING STORE

ou KLAFF AVE. TEL.: 2217

R.B. AGENCIES

MR. & MRS. RAMENDRA B. RANA & FAMILY
P.O. BOX 131 MESSINA 0900
TEL.: 2401




When the woodcutter, together with his family came to the 4 N\
hut, he explained how he had found the necklace. She was
very pleased. Whilst she was cuting the fish one of the
children pulled out the bag of coins from the hole in the

ground. When she cut the fish she found a ring in the stomach Lo sl mrfi’%.ifﬁ/ @ % ovats

of the fish. The woodcutter identified it as the one given to

him by the king. Only now the wife believed what the husband (Ill(/ 177 .(//Dxn%ewud/ %W/ -@W
was telling her since the morning was the truth.

As they sat for their meal, the servant of the king who had
been there several times, but had not found them, arrived.
The woodcutter explained what had happend, how he had
recovered all the lost goods. *

When King Vikram heard the details he was truly amazed. Ho
now firmly believed that besides fate and effort, there was
time, a factor that had to be considered.

When the time is ripe then only will our efforts be rewarded.
The wise do not give up their efforts because of delays In
success. Fate and time are unkown factors, but effort is in our
power. It is said that one who has effort on his side will draw
fate and time towards him.

92 S et/

Weoll © Vot gougateil 2uiscll 31 YLl 2-0-0
Graul 8, a1 wSieu A wist § Fuell sl , > o ,
SIS ? = M & Mhs' S. %arrw & (’;mzly

Wit 2T Grausll -0 20 ¥32 O ? AL gl 0{5
¥ NS selasiel § D BruR yStell sl

Ueoll ¢ (ofdl &g ) 1auRL gL Wes el eltde] PROGRESS RADIO & T.V.

20L& Yl St e:(:(.a,’\ulel vql:m,a Al§ MR, 53 Main Road, Claremont 7700 Tel: 64-2080
W (S SAT) 'Rl Pl Yewll 2060 ¥ UL 248
AR 7 & P




4 )

& Diwali and New Year Greetings w

FROM

MR. & MRS. BHIKOOBHAI KASSEN & FAMILY Beot wio'wo bm o Happg Di"!u I!'I
PAC e and o Pusperous Hew Year |

NEW ADDRESS:
CNR. HOPKINS ST. & DURHAM AVENUE, SALT RIVER
k P.O. BOX 156, SALT RIVER 7925 )

MANGOOBHAI LALLOO DESAI AND SONS BRIJLAL AND HEMLATA KESSOW & FAMILY

30 BOUNDARY ROAD, CRAVENBY ESTATE, CAPE
e e ior o 34 KHALFE AVENUE, HATTON ESTATE 7764

GENERAL DEALERS PHONE: 638-1806
\_ FRUIT AND VEGETABLE WHOLESALERS JF . )
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NATHOO MAKAN PATEL & FAMILY
3 FLAT ROAD, RYLANDS ESTATE 7764. TEL.: 637-2505

A JOYOUS DIWALI & PROSPEROUS
NEW YEAR

MR. & MRS. S. GOVAN

MR. & MRS. B. GOVAN & FAMILY
11 BATTS ROAD, WYNBERG

o

0.

CHOTUBHAI BHIKHA, RAMESH C. BHIKHA,
JAYANTI B. BHIKHA, SHANTILAL C. BHIKHA
AND FAMILIES

125 DURBAN STREET, WORCESTER
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A HAPPY DIWALI

AND
PROSPEROUS
NEW Y€EARR

PARBHOO VALLABH

62 MAVIS ROAD, RYLANDS ESTATE TEL: 637-6838 J
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“LET NOBLE THOUGHTS

COME FROM ALL SIDES”

to all,

FROM

MR & MRS B. MAGAN
“AVALON” YORK ROAD, WYNBERG 7800
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CLEANERS & LAUNDERERS

VANGUARD DRIVE, ATHLONE INDUSTRIA 7764

THAKOR G. BHIKHA & FAMILY
NAGIN G. BHIKHA & FAMILY

Phone: 637-1376/7 637-3384 (Res.)
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DIWAL GREETINGS
from
JAINTYLAL V. BAWJEE & FAMILY

THE NeWw
ombay duclc

"Take-Aways’

THE HOME OF THE ORIGINAL

Bombay Burgers and Bombay Peri-Peri Chickens
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LIVE THE SIMPLE LIFE

Henry David Thoreau

This article appeared in the November 1977 issue of the
Reader’s Digest. Permission to publish the article has been
obtained from the Digest.

“Although Thoreau, the philospher/thinker’s prescription for
living is now well over a hundred years old, it is still valid as
ever today - if not more so.

When | wrote the following pages, or rather the bulk of them, |
lived alone, in the woods, away from any neighbour, in a house
which | had built myself, on the shore of Walden Pond, in
Concord, Massachusetts, and earned my living by the labour
of my hands only. | lived there for two years and two months
(July 4, 1845, to September 6, 1847).

| went to the woods because | wished to live deliberately, to
face only the essential facts of life, and see if | could not learn
what it had to teach, and not, when | came to die, discover
that | had not lived. | did not wish to live what was not life,
living is so dear; nor did | wish to practise resignation, unless
it was quite necessary. | wanted to live deep and suck out all
the marrow of life, to live so sturdily and Spartan-like as to put
to rout all that was not life, to drive life into a corner, and
reduce it to its lowest terms, and, if it proved to be mean, why
then to get the whole genuine meanness of it, and publish its
meanness to the world; or if it were sublime, to know it by
experience, and be able to give a true account of it.

The mass of men lead lives of quiet desperation. What is
called resignation is confirmed desperation. But it is a
characteristic of wisdom not to do desperate things.

We live meanly, like ants. Our life (s fritterad away by dotall,
An honest man has hardly need to count more than his ten
fingers, or in extreme cases he may add his ten toes, and
lump the rest. Simplicity, simplicity, simplicity! | say, let your
affairs be as two or three, and not a hundred or a thousand,
instead of a million, count half a dozen, and keep your
accounts on your thumbnail.

Simplify, simplify. Instead of three meals a day, if it be
necessary eat but one; instead of a hundred dishes, five; and
reduce other things in proportion. The nation itself, with all its
so-called internal improvements , which, by the way, are all
external and superficial, is just such an unwieldly and
overgrown establishment, tripped up by its own traps, ruined
by luxury and heedless expense, by want of calculation and a
worthy aim, as the million households in the land; and the
only cure for it, as for them, is in a rigid economy, a stern and
more than Spartan simplicity of life and elevation of purpose.

Ease up. Why should we live with such hurry and waste of
life? We have the Saint Vitus’s dance, and cannot keep our
heads still.

Let us spend one day as deliberately as Nature, and not be
thrown off the track by every nutshell and mosquito’s wing
that falls on the rails. Let us rise early and fast, or break fast,
gently and without perturbation; let company come and
company go, let the bells ring and the children cry. Why
should we give in and go with the stream? If the bell rings,
why should we run? Let us settle ourselves, and work and
wedge our feet downwards through the mud and slush of
opinion, and prejudice, and tradition, and delusion, and
appearance, till we come to a hard bottom and rocks in
place, which we can call reality, and say, This is, and no
mistake. If we are really dying, let us hear the rattle in our
throats; if we are alive, let us go about our business.

The gross necessaries of life for man in this climate may,
accurately enough, be distributed under the several headings
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of Food, Shelter, Clothing and Fuel; for not till we have
secured these are we prepared to entertain the true problems
of life with freedom and a prospect of success. But most of
the luxuries, and many of the so-called comforts of life, are
not only not indispensable, but positive hindrances to the
elevation of mankind. The ancient philosophers were a class
than which none has been poorer in outward riches, none so
rich in inward. None can be an impartial or wise observer of
human life but from the vantage ground of what we should
call voluntary poverty.

No man ever stood the lower in my estimation for having a
patch on his clothes; yet | am sure that there is greater
anxiety, commonly, to have fashionable clothes than to have
a sound conscience. If my jacket and trousers, my hat and
shoes, are fit to worship God in, they will do, will they not?
Beware of enterprises that requires new clothes, and not
rather a new wearer of clothes.

As for shelter, | will not deny that this is now a neccessity of
life. But when | consider my neighbours, the farmers of
Concord, | find that for the most part they hav been toiling 20,
30 or 40 years, that they may become the real owners of their
farms - and we may regard one-third of that toil as the cost of
their houses.

With consummate skill, the farmer has set his trap with a hair
spring to catch comfort and independence, and then, as he
turned away, got his own leg into it. And when the farmer has
got his house, he may not be the richer but the poorer for it,
and it be the house that has got him.

Most men appear never to have considered what a house is,
and are actually, though needlessly, poor all their lives
because they think that they must have such a one as their
néighboursﬁgve. It is possible to invent a house still more
convenient and luxurious than we have, which yet all would
admit that man could not afford to pay for. Shall we always
study to obtain more of these things, and not sometimes to be
content with less? Our houses are cluttered and defiled with

furniture. | would rather sit in the open air, for no dust gathers
on the grass.

But to make haste to my own experiment in the woods by
Walden Pond. | have built a tight-shingled and plastered
house, three metres wide and four and a half metres long,
with two-and-a-half-metre posts, a garret and a cupboard,
a large window on each side, two trapdoors, one door at the
end, and a brick fireplace opposite. The exact cost of my
house, paying the usual price for such materials as | used, but
not counting the work, all of which was done by myself, was
28 dollars, twelve and a half cents.

Before | finished my house, wishing to earn ten or twelve
dollars to meet my unusual expenses, | planted about a
hectare of light and sandy soil chiefly with beans, but also a
small part with potatoes, corn, peas and turnips. My income
was 8 dollars, seventy one and half cents.

| learned that if one would live simply and eat only the crop
which he raised, and raised no more than he ate, he could do
all his farm work as it were with his left hand, and thus he
would not be tied to an ox, or horse, or cow. | was more
independent than any farmer in Concord, for | was not
anchored to a house or farm, but could follow the bent of my
genius, which is a very crooked one, every moment.

| have maintained myself solely by the labour of my hands,
and | found that, by working about six weeks a year, | could
meet all the expenses of living. The whole of my winters, as
well as most of my summers, | had free and clear for study.

In short, | convinced both by faith and experience, that to
maintain one’s self on this earth is not a hardship but a
pastime, if we will live simply and wisely. It is not necessary
that a man should earn his living by the sweat of his brow,
unless he sweats easier than | do.

I would say to my fellows, once and for all: as long as possible
live free and uncommitted. It makes but little difference



whether you are committed to a farm or a jail.

| would not have anyone adopt my mode of living on any
account. For, beside that before he has fairly learnt it | may
have found another for myself. | desire that there may be as
many different persons in the world as possible. | would have
each one be very careful to find out and pursue his own way.
Let everyone mind his own business, and endeavour to be
what he was made.

Why should we be in such desperate haste to succeed and in
such desperate enterprises? If a man does not keep pace with
his companions, perhaps it is because he hears a different
drummer. Let him step to the ‘music he hears, however
measured or far away.

Epilogue

After his two-year retreat at Walden Pond, Thoreau returned
to his home town of Concord where he lived with his father.
He spurned his former training as a teacher and supported
himself by doing odd jobs for neighbours - home-decorating,
gardening, fence-building, land-surveying - while writing and
lecturing. Walden, or Life in the Woods quickly became a
classic of American literature.

Thoreau died from tuberculosis aged 44, in 1862.
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GRAIN MERCHANTS, IMPORTERS AND PREPACKERS

WHOLESALE & RETAIL

EST BLISHED 1908
Member: Durban Chamber of Commerce
Member: Natal Chamber of Industrics

TYP
GRAI

| DEALERS IN:]

DRIED BEANS, SPICES, VARIOUS RICE,
INDIAN DHALLS, LENTILS,
AGARBATTIS (INCENCE STICKS), ETC.

Cnr. 31 PINE & JOHN MILNE
STREETS, DURBAN

326632 P.0. Box 2156, Durban 4000
T 3275 44 Telex: 6-20075 S.A.

OUR NEW PREMISES (AMPLE PARKING) 3276 Cable: 'BHAISONS"

WE WILL BE OPERATING FROM OUR NEW PREMISES
AS FROM 1ST JANUARY 1987
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WHOLESALE MERCHANTS - IMPORTERS & EXPORTERS
TH E AGARBA I I l SPECIALISTS Jai Santoshi Maa Phool Chaman
Sugandha Saringar Raj Kamal
Puspha Rani Red Champa
Param Anand ‘444 Steamer Brand
Peace of Mind Duva
Lotus Feet Neeta Rani
Vishnu Pooja Lord Krishna
Sandalwood Mosquito Repellant
Roses of India Raj Mahal
Suraj Dev Raj Champak
Musk French Rose
s = Jasmine Three Flowers
Sole plstrlbutors of the Following Brands: Mogra Five Flowers
gt = Lavender Taj Mahal
Rose Bathi Evening in Taj
Parijatak Four Roses
Jal Santoshi Maa Phool Chaman Sugandh Rani Roses in Heaven
gug:ndl';: Slalringar t 8 :acthamal Garden of Eden Rose Garden
ushpa han / S Sppa Loban Evening in Kashmir
:aram Anand 444 Steamer Brand King of Mogra Evening in Paris
eace of Mind Duva
Lotus Feet Neeta Ranl Lata Mangeshkar My Love
Vishnu Pooja Lord Krishna Red Rose Delux Mogra
Sandalwood i Mosquito Repellant Krishna Leela Train Rose
Roses of India 4 Ra) Mahal Tejasvita dJivan Jyoti
Evening In Kashmir | Ra) Champak Multani Darbar Flower King
Suraj Dev French Rose Gateway of India : Laxmi Puja
Musk Three Flowers Bedroom Special Shirin
Jasmine Five Flowers
Mogra Ta) Mahal
Lavender Evening In Taj CONE INCENSE
Rose Bathli Four Roses ® Krishna Leela ® Chandan Dhoop ® Lotus Feet ® Laxmi Dhoop
Parijatak Roses of Heaven ® Gateway of India ® Soma Perfume Dhoop
Sugandh Rani Rose Garden
Telephone: Telex 6-20075 S.A.
318784 Tel. Add.: “BHAISONS”
318785 20 Carlisle Street
318786 DURBAN 4001
312350 P.0. Box 2156, DURBAN 4000
.K. HARIBHAI (RES.) 28-2844 VINOO HARIE (RES.) 21-2423
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LCVOLUTION

STIOPH T TTRS

commercial and domestic interiors
manufacturing design and installation

PO BOX 39 GATESVILLE 7764 TEL 453486

THE MANAGEMENT & STAFF WISHES ALL
CLIENTS & FRIENDS A HAPPY DIWALI
AND PROSPEROUS NEW YEAR.
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KISHORE & ANITA MAGAN
RASHAY AND KABIR

23 SUNBURY ROAD
kELFINDALE 7945

TELEPHONE

72—2971]

A HAPPY DIWALI
AND
PROSPEROUS
NEW YEAR

& FAMILY
100 REPULSE ROAD, RYLANDS ESTATE

MR. & MRS. KHANDOO R. DAYARAM
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\With Best \Wishes
to friends and
relatives

NAGIN & KANTILAL V. PATEL & FAMILIES
27 MAVIS ROAD, RYLANDS ESTATE 7764
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MRS SOMI D. SUKHA & FAMILY
24 NOLL AVENUE, HATTON ESTATE 7764

PRITHVIRAJ BHANA & FAMILY
of

RAG PROCESSORS
& DYERS

FOR
Industrial Rag Services

REEN AVENUE P.O. BOX 277
JERAM D. SUKHA & FAMILY ATHLONE INDUSTRIA 7764 GATESVILLE
26 NOLL AVENUE, HATTON ESTATE 7764 & TEL.: 637-8708 7764 J




REV. FATHER C.G. VALLES

ASPECTS OF A REMARKABLE SCHOLAR

Rev. Father Valles was born in Spain on the 4th November
1925. At the early age of 15 he joined the Order of Jesuits to
become a priest. In 1949 he was chosen to go to India as a
missionary. Since 1960 he is teaching mathematics at St.
Xavier's College, Ahmedabad-Gujarat.

(@) An Erudite Scholar of Classical Languages and Philo-
sophy. In Madras he read for a Masters Degree in
Mathematics and completed*it with a first class pass. At
the age of 29 he studied Guijarati at the Vallabh Vidya-
nagar College, Anand. At Poona he embarked on a
theological study and explored the territories of the
Great Religions. Being a mathematician he has attended
numerous international seminars and conferences.

(b) A Divine Humanist

Obedience, celibacy and non-possession are his basic
principles which allowed him to live a simple devotional
life of high thinking and dedicated mission. With his
inspiration, integrity and initiations, he has innovated
more impressively than any other preacher or philoso-
pher and has influenced the character-building of
modern youths of Gujarat. He has been a friend,
philopher, and guide to endless souls. A teacher by
profession, but in reality a living saint with human
idealism - a gifted soul of service - offering love and
understanding an insight to his fellow brothers.

Now he has set out on a pilgrimage of life - “VIHAR-
YATRA”. Staying with different families, week-by-week
for whom he writes and lives - becoming a common
human factor of the alleys of Ahmedabad.

(c) A Great “Son” of Gujarat and greater Gujarati beyond
Gujarat

After staying in Ahmedabad for more than two decades,
he became a thorough Guijarati - He talks, thinks, feels,
writes and dreams in Gujarati and for Gujarat. Not only
did he study Gujarati but he became a prolific writer of
Guijarati. Contributing his creative words in periodicals
and daily papers as well as Gujarati magazines “Kumar”,
“Jankalyan”, “Suvichar” and “Gujarat Samachar”. In a
short period of fifteen years he wrote 35 books thus
becoming one of the foremost, renowned and acclaimed
Gujarati writers. His works has won him praise, numer-

ous Gold Medals and Prizes desired by man in Gujarat.

(i) Kumar Chandrak - “1966”

(ii)  “Shree Arvind Suvarna Chandrak” - 1966 from the
Gujarati Sahitya Parishad.

(iii) “Ranjitram Suvarnachandrak” - 1978 for inspira-
tional writing from the State of Gujarat - and
awarded in 1980: an honour sought after by all
eminent Guijarati writers.

He is probably the finest and foremost Gujarati essayists of
post independent era. His style is lucid, simple, illustrative,
pointed, authentic and convincing. His works are simple,
sincere, down to earth, practical, philosophical and aimed at
improving the quality of life as well as to inspire vision and
vitality to the new generation. His unending contribution to
the Gujarati language has earned him a place of honour with
our Guijarati writers.

He has written on the customs, ceremonies and festivals of
Hinduism, and has drawn his inspiration from the ordinary
day to day happenings at the College, and at the homes of the
people with whom he stays. His writings are simple and
inspirational. His own social and spiritual experiences, his life
of simplicity, tolerance and forebearance as found in his
writings tend to inspire the young and old to better their lives.
Gujarat has embraced him with open arms and welcomed him
as one of it most respectable sons.

Today Rev. Father is no longer a “foreign padree” but
“thoroughbred” Gujarati and an Indian citizen.
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continued from pg. 12

Mandal, Cape Hindu Mahila Mandal and Cape Yuvak Sungh for
numerous activities. The “Navratri” Festival generates tremen-
dous enthusiasm and attracted the entire community.

Kumari Savitri Ganger conducts her classical dancing classes in
the hall and one of the classrooms is also used by a Social
Welfare Officer.




NOW OPEN!

NEW BRANCH OF THE AVALON GROUP

m@@ AVALON (ELECTRONICS

HAZEL ROAD (BP Gatesville Service Centre), P.O. BOX 574, GATESVILLE
ATHLONE 7764 ® TELEPHONE: 637-9020/1

STOCKISTS OF:
MOTOR CAR SOUND
PORTABLE TAPE RECORDERS
AUDIO & VIDEO ACCESSORIES
CHANDELIERS
WALL LIGHT FITTINGS

ESTIC & INDUSTRIAL
-LLECTRICAL FITTINGS
JOMESTIC APPLIANCES

Best wishes for
a Happy Diwali
and a
Prosperous New Year

REPAIRS TO:

T.V.s & VIDEOS

RADIO & TAPE RECORDERS
HI-FI & DOMESTIC APPLIANCES

WE SPECIALISE IN
MOTOR CAR GLASS FITTINGS

WE COLLECT AND DELIVER

l ALL LATEST INDIAN MOVIES &

. SELECTION OF AUDIO MOTEE SO SO S EEA bR
i BURGLAR ALARM APPLIANCES
CASSETTES AVAILABLE
INSTALLATION
GUJARATI & HINDI FILMS AT
el Sy FOR PROMPT SERVICE CONTACT ;
EBOE MOHAMMED
110 MOVIES - R100 CEMAN BOHAMMED COST PLUS 5%
50 MOVIES - R50 & ABDURAHMAN IDEAL FOR
k 20 MOVIES - R30 WEDDING & ENGAGEMENT GIFTSJ




N

PAINT & HARDWARE

WHOLESALE SUPPLIERS TO ALL BUILDING INDUSTRIES

SPECIAL ‘SALE ON | TIMBER AT
OFFER ON PLUMBING DISCOUNT
CEMENT MATERIALS PRICES

PAY US A VISIT...... YOU WILL SAVE

Cor. MAVIS and KLIPFONTEIN ROADS
RYLANDS ESTATE - 7764

TELEPHONE: 6371282/3
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